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Foreword 
This history has been compiled to commemorate the 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH MEETING-HOUSE 

(Dedicated October twenty-second, 1829) 

This history really began in 1975 when the HISTORIC PRESER¬ 

VATION COMMITTEE of the Church, consisting of Ernest M. Torres, 

Paul G. Williams, Mildred E. Hatch, Chairperson, and myself set to 

work to provide the necessary data for the applications that were to be 
filed for the inclusion of the Church in the NATIONAL REGISTER OF 
HISTORIC PLACES. 

In 1979, it was thought fitting that a longer and more complete his¬ 

torical record be prepared in this anniversary year of the Meeting- 
House. Like a key unlocking the doors to the past, the old church rec¬ 

ords were invaluable, revealing long forgotten customs, and together 
with local and area sources indicated in the bibliography on page 88, 

many fascinating tid-bits of local history came to light. This history be¬ 

came longer than first anticipated, and is, by no means, definitive. The 

material included has been carefully documented, and the above 

named committee has consulted together as occasion required, and 

Mrs. Hatch especially, has met with me more times than can be 
counted, as we considered content to be included and worked out pub¬ 

lication details. 
k k k k k 

NOTES 

In this compilation, quoted material is shown with the same 

capitalization, punctuation and spelling as in the original church or 

other records used. 

k k k k k k 

. . . Omissions in a quote are indicated by three dots. 

[ ] Square brackets indicate information supplied, such as — a 

date not found on the title page of the book, but indicated elsewhere, 
or a page number not so marked. 

k k k k k 

In Colonial Records as recorded by many and good authorities, dates 
for the same incident often disagree, and occasionally cannot be deter¬ 

mined with complete accuracy. In such a case the most probable one 
has been used. 

Avis M. Pillsbury 
1979 



Ministers of The First Baptist Church 
of New Bedford, Massachusetts 

1813 - 1979 

There was no regular minister in this young church until April 

1814, supply ministers occupying the pulpit until a regular pastor was 

appointed. 

Early records indicate that most of the ministers, up to at least the 

mid-nineteenth century, came first on a trial basis, and, if found satis¬ 

factory, were then invited to assume the pastoral charge. In many of 

the pastorates, the service for installation or public recognition did 

NOT take place for weeks and sometimes months after the minister's 

duties began. 

In the following listing, the ACTUAL beginning and resignation 

dates have all been carefully documented from the Church Records or from 

local histories. In a few instances variations may be noted when com¬ 

pared with earlier lists published regarding the ministers. 

Rev. George H. Hough 

Rev. Silas Hall 

Rev. James Barnaby 

Rev. Isaac Chase 
Rev. David Curtis 

**Rev. Gideon B. Perry 

Rev. Asa Bronson 

Rev. John O. Choules, D.D. 
**Rev. Henry Jackson 

Rev. Rufus Babcock, D.D. 

Rev. John Girdwood 

Rev. Daniel D. Winn 

Rev. Hiram K. Pervear 

Rev. James C. Hiden, D.D. 

Rev. Joseph S. Swaim 

**Rev. Clarence M. Gallup, D.D. 

**Rev. Gibbs Braislin, D.D. 
Rev. Frederick W. Buis 

April 24, 1814-Jan. 24, 1815 

May 25, 1817-April 18, 1819 

April 25, 1819-July 13, 1823 

Sept. 22, 1823-April 5, 1824 
March 20, 1825-May 4, 1826 

March 18, 1827-Oct. 22, 1830 

Oct. 28, 1831-Jan. 29, 1833 

April 12, 1833-Jan. 7, 1838 

Jan. 1, 1839-Oct. 26, 1845 

Jan. 29, 1846-Jan. 1, 1850 

March 24, 1850-Dec. 31, 1865 

Jan. 6, 1867-July 18, 1879 

Feb. 1, 1880-July 31, 1886 

Feb. 2, 1887-Oct. 27, 1889 

May 25, 1890-Feb. 29, 1904 

May 1, 1904-Feb. 12, 1911 

May 3, 1911-May 13, 1917 
Sept. 12, 1917-April 4, 1920 

Sept. 26, 1920-Nov. 11, 1935 

March 1, 1936-Oct. 1, 1940 
Feb. 16, 1941-April 1, 1945 

Rev. Henry B. Williams, D.D. 
Rev. Dale D. Dutton 

Rev. J. Walter Sillen 

Rev. Gerald M. Kendall 

Rev. Eugene Dinsmore Dolloff, S.T.D. 
Rev. Thomas J. Bichan 

Rev. Robert Earl Heskett, D. Min. 
rRev. Roland D. Hudson, D.D. 

'Rev. Samuel J. Riggs 

*Part-time ministers **Resigned because of ill health 

Oct. 1, 1945-Oct. 15, 1948 

March 1, 1949-Oct. 6, 1963 

June 1, 1964-Dec. 31, 1968 

Nov. 3, 1969-June 30, 1975 

Sept. 14, 1975-Oct. 31, 1975 
Nov. 6, 1977-July 3, 1979 

Various ministers were engaged to preach during the interval period 
between pastorates. 
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PARTI 
First Baptist Church 

of New Bedford, Massachusetts 

Its Heritage From The Past 

"And herein is that saying true, One someth, and another reapeth." 
— St. John 4:37 

The FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEW BEDFORD was organized 

at meetings on June 22 and June 30, 1813, and many anniversaries have 
been commemorated since its founding. On October 22, 1829, its SEC¬ 

OND MEETING-HOUSE was dedicated, built by loyal and far-sighted 

members, when, in just under sixteen and a half years, the almost 

spectacular growth in church membership demanded a larger edifice in 

which to worship God. They built, in the traditional New England 
style, a white colonial church, which stands today, as then, on William 

Street. It is the second oldest church building in continual use in New 

Bedford. Now, recently restored, this lovely landmark adds to the his¬ 
toric area of the city, and celebrates its ONE HUNDRED AND 

FIFTIETH BIRTHDAY in 1979. 

It was a proud moment on April 21, 1975 when it had the honor to 

become the first church in New Bedford to be placed on the National Regis¬ 

ter of Historic Places. Because of this, matching funds were granted to 
help in the needed restoration of the building. 

Luckily the tragic fire in the early morning of March 7, 1975 was 

confined to the adjoining Educational Building, and except for serious 

smoke damage, the old Meeting-House still stood intact. 

Immediately, members rallied to the need and set to work to help 
in the extensive clean-up operations. Under the direction of the Board 

of Trustees, with members helping, there came, by the late spring of 

1976, a complete redecoration of the Sanctuary. This included repaint¬ 
ing throughout — the restoration of all the window frames and the 

resetting of the old hand-blown glass therein — and new deep-cran¬ 

berry-red velvet pew cushions to replace the very old straw-filled ones. 
In the Educational Building, the work extended to include a lovely re¬ 

finished Chapel with attractive beige-colored draperies — a refurbished 

minister's study — Sunday School rooms bright and cheery in color — 

sparkling renovated floors in all rooms and hallways. Since then, to 

this date, renewal has continued so that hardly a corner of either build¬ 

ing remains untouched — a testimony to hard working, interested 

members. 

The reason the First Baptist Church of New Bedford was able to 

qualify for Historic Register recognition makes a most unusual story, 

sprinkled with overtones from early colonial America, —as follows: 
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The 1620-1813 Genealogy 
Beginning with the Landing of the "Mayflower" 

When that famous ship arrived in Plymouth Harbor on December 

21, 1620, a young lad, John Cooke, (born in Holland between 1602-1610 
and whose baptism at Leyden was recorded between January 1 and 

March 31, 1607) was one of the passengers stepping ashore with his 

father, Francis Cooke, into a brave New World. In this pioneer colony, 

he became a hard-working member, faced the dangers of the wilder¬ 

ness and made friends with the Indians. Little did anyone dream at 

that time that his name would be indelibly written into the permanent 
records of Plymouth Colony and southeastern Massachusetts. As he 

grew into young manhood, he soon held various important official po¬ 

sitions in the Colony. Also, in 1634, he was appointed a deacon in the 

First Church of Plymouth and served in that capacity for seventeen years 

until 1651. 

In 1638, at a session of the General Court, some "old-comers" were 

permitted to make known their choice of plantations in southeastern 

Massachusetts, in a section commonly referred to as "Acushena." 

Within this was an area called "the second place," of which New Bed¬ 

ford and Fairhaven were a part. On November 29, 1652, the Indian 

Wasamequin (better known as Massasoit) and his eldest son, Wam- 

sutta, deeded this large area, which became known as the Township of 

Dartmouth, to Gov. William Bradford, John Cooke and others. On the 

deed, the name of John Cooke appears as the first signer, followed by 

John Winslow and then Wamsutta whose mark was shown as M M. 

The town was born with a brief official ceremony by the Plymouth 

Court on June 8, 1664, and it was recorded that "the said towne bee 
henceforth called and knowne by the name of Dartmouth." The new 

township covered the present towns of Dartmouth, New Bedford, 
Westport, Acushnet and Fairhaven — plus Tiverton and Little Comp¬ 

ton which two later became a part of Rhode Island. The purchase price 
was: 

"Thirty yards of cloth, eight moose skins, fifteen axes, fifteen hoes, fif¬ 

teen pairs of breeches, eight blankets, two kettles, one cloak, £ 22 in 

Wampum, eight pairs stockings, eight pairs of shoes, one iron pot and 

ten shillings in another commoditie," — the latter probably rum or to¬ 
bacco. 

The amount in Wampum varies in different records. 

John Cooke soon became the owner of one of the thirty-four 

shares into which this territory was divided, and at his death in 1695, 

he owned three shares. He was.the only one of the original purchasers 

to take up residence therein, and the only Mayflower" passenger to settle 
in southeastern Massachusetts. 

But WHY, one may ask, did John Cooke leave Plymouth where he 

was so much a part of this young settlement? It is evident that about 

this time, strong religious convictions were beginning to shape his fu- 
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ture. In 1656, the Quakers were offending the church authorities in 
Massachusetts. Treated frequently with severity in the Massachusetts 

Bay Colony, and not welcome there, they sought a place of refuge in 
Plymouth, where, though less harassed, they still annoyed the Pilgrim 

fathers. Incidentally, the Pilgrims were said to be the protestants of the 
Puritans, dealing with more leniency toward offenders. 

However, by 1657, the Pilgrim authorities also had been trying to 

drive out the Quakers from their midst, and neither fines, the stocks, 

nor banishment had succeeded. On June 17, 1659 a law, which took a 
new approach, was passed: 

“Whereas some have desired and others think it meet to permit some 

persons to frequent the Quaker meetings to endeavor to reduce them 

from the error of their ways the court considering the promises do per¬ 

mit John Smith of Barnstable, Isaacke Robinson, John Chipman and John 

Cooke of Plymouth or any two of them to attend the said meetings for the 

ends aforesaid at any time betwixt the Court and the next October 

Court." 

Thus, John Cooke became one of those authorized to "SPY" on the 
Quakers. While acting in this capacity, it is clear that he became sym¬ 

pathetic to their cause, and was also expressing his own Anabaptist be¬ 

liefs. In "Saints and strangers," by G.F. Willison, on p.381, is found: 

"... John Cooke's case was an embarrassment to the leaders of the Pil¬ 

grim Society. Cooke was one of the original Mayflower Pilgrims, and 

therefor of sound stock. He had served the Court and the colony in 

many capacities, but he too became a Quaker convert. John Cooke was 

excommunicated" from the Plymouth Church and "in 1661 he retired to 

Dartmouth ..." Some authorities give the year as 1660. 

He took up residence on the east side of the Acushnet River, in the 
section known as Oxford, in what is now a part of Fairhaven. One of 

the three garrisons later erected in Dartmouth was the Cooke garrison 

at Oxford Village. 

And, so it was, that here in Dartmouth John Cooke, by this time 

being a Baptist minister, preached throughout the area whenever op¬ 

portunity presented. His views were strong on Separation of Church and 
State and a true Christian being baptized on Confession of faith, — im¬ 

portant doctrines of the Anabaptists. 

It was probably on one of these preaching missions when he was 

fined ten shillings on October 29, 1670 by the General Court of 

Plymouth "for breaking the Sabbath by unnecessary travel thereon," — this 

being just one example of many penalties imposed for breaking any of 

the strict rules laid down by the Pilgrim fathers. 

Perhaps, because he was such an able man, his non-conformity to 

the religious laws laid down was forgiven, at least in part, for, on July 

1, 1667, he was authorized by the Court at Plymouth to make contracts 

of marriage in the Town of Dartmouth, and likewise administer oaths 

and issue warrants. John Cooke and John Russell were the leaders in 
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this new Dartmouth section and were the only representatives in the 

Old Colony Court at Plymouth, during the first twenty years of the 

town's existence. 

The Church at Plymouth and Early Rules 
for Its Support 

The First Church in Plymouth was a branch of the one that had its 

beginnings in England, and then transferred to Holland, and bears the 

following inscription: 

"The Church of Scrooby, Leyden and the Mayflower, 

Gathered on this hillside in 1620, 

Has ever since preserved unbroken records, 

And maintained a continuous ministry, 

Its first covenant still being the basis of 

its fellowship." 

One of its elders, William Brewster, was chosen "to go with those 

who were to find a new home in the New World." It was also agreed 

"that those that went should be an absolute church of themselves." 

So from the very beginning, this was the established church in 

Plymouth, and the "provisions for the payment of the minister's salary 

were made by the town and varied with the changing years." 

There is clear evidence that many who were not of this dominant 

religious faith found life hard, if not unbearable, in Plymouth, and so 

sought residence elsewhere. Many, including a large number of Baptists 

and Quakers came over to the Dartmouth territory. 

At the Dartmouth anniversary celebration on September 14, 1864, 

the following (in part) was stated by the Hon. William W. Crapo: 

"I have said that our fathers were Puritans . . .They were in sympathy 

with the established government in Plymouth in every thing except the 

one matter of compulsory taxation for religious purposes. Fully believing 

in freedom of conscience, they had early conceived a strong aversion to 

the arbitrary imposition of taxes by the civil power for the support of a 

ministry of which they were not in unison and over which they had no 

control. 

. . . The Plymouth colony court annually apportioned to the town a tax 

for the support of ministers, in addition to the province tax, but the 

Baptists and Quakers of Dartmouth were inflexible in their resistance to 

it, and while the province rates were faithfully met those for the mainte¬ 

nance of ministers were refused. It also troubled our good rulers at 

Plymouth that our fathers were so negligent in providing stated preach¬ 

ing according to the established Puritan faith." 

Further information reveals that "The authorities at Plymouth were dis¬ 

posed to force the refractory Baptists and Quakers into compliance . .. 

This did not frighten the people of Dartmouth . . .They would contribute 

not a penny to the support of a ministry of which they did not fully ap¬ 
prove." 
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John Cooke continued to stand with the Quakers in this matter, 

protesting the tax imposed for the support of the First Church in 

Plymouth, or for ministers who had the approval of that church. 

It seems clear that this was the earliest protest in America over the 

taxation of the churches and the issue of Separation of Church and State. 

Freedom of religion mandates, as expressed by Roger Williams, found 
supportive advocates in Dartmouth. 

The struggle continued for more than fifty years, and in the mean¬ 

time in 1685 or 1686 (records vary) John Cooke established a Baptist 

Church in Tiverton (which was the then called Dartmouth Church) and 

the ninth Calvanistic Baptist Church in America. Thus did John Cooke, 

after the Quakers, establish the second religious influence - the BAPTIST - 

in southeastern Massachusetts. It has been said that this church met for 
about seventy-five years in a log cabin — that its first church building 

was a wooden structure erected in 1752 and in 1784 replaced by a struc¬ 
ture of stone. Its first pastor to shepherd the flock, after John Cooke, 

was the Rev. Hugh Mosher "the first ordained minister in these parts." 

Sometime in the past, there was a tablet commemorating his memory 

in the Old Dartmouth Historical Society. This early church grew in 
membership, and in 1800 reached 347, said to be then the largest in 

Massachusetts. From its influence came not only the Baptist Church in 

Fall River in 1781, the Third Baptist Church in Tiverton in 1808, but the 
First Baptist in New Bedford in 1813. The present, still active. First Bap¬ 

tist Church, called "THE OLD STONE CHURCH" in Tiverton was 

erected in 1841. 

So the Baptists and the Quakers were the two dominant religious 

influences in Dartmouth in this early period. According to a local au¬ 

thority, the "first recorded evidence of "the Society of Friends" in a 
meeting or church capacity, is afforded by " . . . an agreement and list 

of contributors to the erection of their meeting-house at Apponagan- 

sett, in the year 1698, N.B.)" 

John Cooke, although deeply involved in religious activities, was 

also very prominent in Dartmouth town affairs. Records show many 

appointments. He was Deputy from Dartmouth to the General Court 

in Plymouth, in 1666, 1668, 1670, 1675, 1679, 1682 and 1686. In 1679, he 
was also a Selectman. His death occurred on November 23, 1695, and 

that of his wife, Sarah Warren, daughter of the "Mayflower" passenger 

Richard Warren, on the following July 15, 1696. 

A Memorial Tablet to John Cooke's memory may be seen on Pilgrim 
Avenue in Fairhaven. This attests to his influence in both Plymouth 

Colony and in Dartmouth. 
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Cooke Memorial on Pilgrim Ave., Fairhaven, Mass. 

Baptist and Quaker Influence in Dartmouth 
in Colonial Days 

Harmony seemed to be the rule between these two sects. They still 
rebelled over the unjust taxes imposed on the townspeople for the 

support of the clergy. One of the worthy ministers of the Tiverton 

Church refused to give his cow as a tax, because that was needful for his fami¬ 
ly's maintenance! For refusing, he was imprisoned for nine months! 

In 1708, the selectmen of Dartmouth — one of whom was Philip 

Taber, the fourth minister of the Tiverton Church — were imprisoned for 
refusing to assess a tax for ministerial salaries. Then, in 1722, the 
Massachusetts Assembly passed an act: 

6 



"To raise one hundred pounds in the town of Dartmouth, and seventy- 

two pounds eleven shillings in the adjoining town of Tiverton (then a 

part of Massachusetts) for the support of ministers whose selection was 

subject to the approval of the General Court." 

In this same year 1722, the selectmen were again imprisoned, this 
time for eighteen months for refusing to pay this imposed tax. At a meet¬ 

ing on November 26th, the people of the town had voted NOT to pay it. But 
— they did vote: 

"to raise seven hundred pounds to protect the selectmen from the con¬ 

sequences of the refusal and to defray the expenses of an appeal to the 

king . . . and it is worthy of note that it was met by a tax of that year and 

not left to posterity to pay." 

In 1724, the selectmen were released from Bristol jail by direct order 

of George I, the reigning English sovereign. 

Eventually, they won the battle of this type of taxation, for in 1729 
there was an Enactment of the Massachusetts General Court of a statute 

which exempted Baptists and Friends from paying the assessment for the 

clergy. 

Thus did these pioneers stand firmly against guidance or domina¬ 

tion by the state in matters of religious concern! 

In 1780, the seventh pastor of the Tiverton Church, Peleg Burroughs, 

was ordained. Quite probably he was the first, after John Cooke, to 

preach with any regularity in the New Bedford section. Records indi¬ 

cate that occasionally people from this area became members of the 
Tiverton Church. It was common practice in this period, when there 

was no local church, for those of strong religious convictions to join a 

church of their choice at a distance, even though that church was too 

far away to be attended regularly, if at all. 

For some time, meetings for prayer and religious concerns had 

been held in various homes in the New Bedford area. When Peleg Bur¬ 

roughs, and later, other Baptist clergymen and especially Elder William 

Bentley, visited the city, a service would be held, the news of which 

would be spread by messengers going from house to house. The home 

of George East, on 15 Ray St. (now 490 Acushnet Avenue) was perhaps 

the one where members met most frequently. 

Baptist influence was expanding as the new century dawned. The 

Revolutionary War had been won — the new United States of America 

had been established under the able leadership of George Washington 

— Thomas Jefferson was soon to become the new and third president. 

A newly found freedom was pervading the country. 
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PART II 
The Nineteenth Century, 

From 1813-1899 
The Formation of the Church in New Bedford 

By 1813, the Baptists in the New Bedford area felt a strong need for 

a church of their own. The record of the first decided step is as follows: 

Elder Barnabas Bates of Barnstable, being present, was appointed 
Moderator and John Pickens clerk." 

These dedicated people, four men and fourteen women, agreed to 

adopt the Articles of Faith and the Covenant as drawn up by the Third 

Baptist Church in Boston. Furthermore, they agreed to request assistance 

from delegates of several churches, at a meeting to be held on "Wed¬ 
nesday, the 30th of June inst. at the house of brother James Tripp, at 10 

o clock before noon. This was signed by John Pickens, Clerk. 
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The record of that meeting on June 30, 1813, is as follows (in part): 

"Agreeably to a request of a number of baptized believers in the town of 

New Bedford, the following Churches with their Elders & Messengers 

met at the house of broth1- James Tripp ... to form an Advisory Council 

to assist in constituting a Church of Christ of the Baptist denomination 

(viz.) 1st Providence, Elder Stephen Gano; 2d Newport, Elder John B. 

Gibson & bror Benjn H. Pitman; 3d Tiverton, Elder Jason Livermore; 

Elder Luther Baker, bror John T. Child & bror Driscoll from Warren; and 

Elder Barnabas Bates of Barnstable, being present, were all & severally 

received by the Brethren to assist in Counsel." 

After the points of concern had been duly considered, the vote 
was unanimous "to give the above mentioned brethren and sisters fel¬ 
lowship as a Church of Christ." 
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It would seem that these people might have taken as their text — 

"For ive walk by faith, not by sight." — II Cor. 5:7 

Their positive action and far-reaching vision brought about the 

foundation of the new church which was immediately given the name 

of: 
THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEW BEDFORD 

On this same day, five persons were baptized by Mr. Gano, of 

First Church, Providence, the first Baptist Church established in 

America, by Roger Williams. This brought the membership to twenty 

three. Six more were admitted by baptism in the following month, and 

when the Lord's Supper was celebrated for the first time on July 25, 

1813, the membership totalled twenty-nine. In September, the Warren 

Association of Rhode Island admitted the new church into member¬ 
ship. 

Pioneer Baptist Church in America, established by Roger Williams, in Providence, R.I. 

Several neighboring clergymen laboured with this "little band in 
the gospel for the first ten months before their first minister was ap¬ 

pointed. Then, in the records, quoted here in part, we find the follow¬ 
ing: 
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“Lord's day, April 24, 1814 

Whereas Elder George H. Hough in the course of about two months 

past, has had opportunity to exercise his ministerial talents amongst us, 

and to general acceptance ... it was thought expedient & accordingly, at 

the close of the afternoon meeting, the members were desired to remain 

in their places . . . Then the question proposed is to know if the church 

will agree to request Elder Hough to take upon him the office of Pastor 

over this church while he remains with us, or so long as such connexion 

shall appear to him and us of mutual satisfaction and edification. 

More than two thirds of the brethren and sisters were present, and 

all severally conceded ... 

The foregoing request of the church being communicated to Elder 

Hough, he instantly accepted the invitation. 

John Pickens, Clerk." 

s 

y 

/T't 
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Rev. Hough's pastorate was very short. He was satisfactory to the 

members but he had made a prior commitment to become a missionary 

in India, where he soon became associated with Luther Rice and the 

famous missionary, Adoniram Judson. A printer by trade, he assisted 
Dr. Judson by printing portions of the Gospels and tracts, which Dr. 

Judson had translated into the Burmese language. 
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When Elder Hough left, it was recorded by John Pickens, thus: 
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Their work in Burma with Adoniram Judson led to the formation 
of the Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. 

In this newly formed First Baptist Church, its concern for all, and 

its liberal spirit was soon made manifest, and one of the very early rec¬ 
ords is as follows: 

July 10th, 1814. This day Isaac Thomas of African extraction, and late of 

New York, is admitted a member of our church; he having been bap¬ 

tized by Elder Hough on the 19th of June last past. 

John Picken, Clk." 

When Mr. Thomas removed from the city, the following is a copy 
of the dismissal letter: 

Scattered throughout the pages of the early records are the names 

of a goodly number of persons "of colour" being baptized and ad¬ 

mitted to membership after baptism or by transfer from some other 
church. 
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The Early Meeting-Place 

Nezv Bedford Baptists met here, corner of Second and Mill Streets, from 1813 to 1817. 

Members met first for worship in this hall, called Kempton's Hall 

which was located on North Second near Mill Street. This hall was also 

used by other denominations until their own places of worship were 

available. 

John Pickens, the first clerk, was also the first deacon. He was 

greatly esteemed — as an ex-officer in the Army of the Revolution, and 

ex-cashier of the old Bedford Commercial Bank. The careful church 

records he kept attest to his ability. It was said of him that "he was a 

man of decision, emphatically honest and uncompromising in all 

things essential to religion and humanity." Daniel Ricketson, a New 
Bedford historian, described the personal appearance of Pickens thus, 

— in part: 

“tall and elderly — cropped gray hair brushed back from his forehead — 

with a white neck cloth closgjy drawn around his throat — a pepper- 

and-salt colored suit, the coat long skirted, with large pockets on the 

sides, one row of buttons and of Quaker curve, but with a collar — small 

clothes with knee buckles . . . with the style of shoes worn by older men 

of that day." 

The Church records of July 31, 1825 state: “Died . .. our venerable and 

beloved Brother, John Pickens." Seventy years of age when he became 

the Clerk, he recorded the first sixty-four pages of the earliest records 

from June 22, 1813 to August 22, 1820. 

A few remarks recorded by John Pickens on January 1, 1816 give 

us a picture of the fortitude and determination of the early members to 
keep the young church alive: 
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"Since Elder Hough left us, in January last, we are destitute of a Pastor. 

We are seldom favourd with preaching — but we continue to meet on 

Lord's days for religious worship; tho' our attendants are few. And we 

have an evening meeting at one or another of our dwellings once a 

week." 

By 1817, the church membership numbered 49. This "Society of 

baptized Believers, Bedford" (as they wrote on the first page of the first 

records, June 1813) struggled to provide a Meeting-House of their own 

and — without the guidance of a minister. They had made a choice of a 
young man of great promise, a Mr. Cyrus Babcock, still studying at 

Brown University, and were awaiting his coming. But, he died of a 

pulmonary illness before he could assume the office as pastor. 

A record of September 5, 1817 is revealing: 

"By exerting all our strength and extending beyond it, we have com¬ 

pleted a convenient house to meet in for religious worship. And the 

kind Providence of God opening up a way for us to obtain a teacher — 

the Rev. Silas Hall. . . Having Agreed with him to become our minister." 

Rev. Hall came and preached on the last Sunday in May and the 
first in June and the record reads: 

... to good acceptance: — whereupon it was concluded by him & us 

that he should continue with us as our minister the ensuing year 

and is now labouring with us in Word and Doctrine. May it please the 

Great Head of the Church to smile upon us and bless us, and bless his 

Word and reign over us and in us. Amen." 

Many of the early ministers were appointed in the manner de¬ 
scribed above. 
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The 1817 Meeting-House 
A Struggle And Accomplishment 

At the Head-of-the-River in Acushnet, the old Town Hall, which 
had been shared by New Bedford and Fairhaven before they became 

separate towns in 1812, was up for sale. The Baptists bought it, and 

had it moved, perhaps by floating it down the river as has been 

thought most likely. It was an old building, ordered built by town au¬ 

thorities in 1739 "as soon as may be done with conveniency and with 
convenient glass windows and shutters." 

This became the new Meeting-House, repaired and altered in a 

style appropriate for religious purposes, with a cupola and bell added. 
Its dimensions were 50' x 40'. It was placed on the northwest corner of 

South Second and School Streets, on land purchased for $550. from 

John Coggeshall, Jr. The deed, signed on August 19, 1816 was recorded 

on the 28th of that month. (See Book 107, p.73-74 Registry of Deeds, Taun¬ 

ton, Mass.) Its location was good — close to the harbor where the whal¬ 

ing ships were coming in from or going out to all parts of the world. 

A record of July 3, 1817 gives a vivid picture of the dedication: 

“The Baptist Church in this place, having finished a house intended for 

the convenience of meeting together for the social and public worship of 

God, appointed this day for the first opening and occupying the same. 

The Revd. Stephen Gano, M.D. of Providence, pursuant to request, ar¬ 

rived here yesterday afternoon; and in the evening delivered a short dis¬ 

course in the hall, a chamber we have hitherto used as our meeting- 

place and now for the last time. 

The meeting in our new house being appointed to begin at two o'clock 

after noon this day, the collection of people was so large as to fill almost 

every seat in it. The assembly appeared orderly and solemn while Elder 

Gano prayed and preached an appropriate Sermon from 26 Psalm, verse 

8 {Lord, I have loved the habitation of thine house and the place where thine 

honor dwelleth.) Three suitable hymns were sung by a respectable choir." 

Second location - From 1817 to 1829 Baptists worshiped in the former town hall of New 
Bedford and Fairhaven, which had been floated down the Acushnet River from the head 
of the river and erected at South Second and School Streets. 
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Many of the early records were concerned with the addition of 
new members. Here are some of those noted during Rev. Hall's pas¬ 
torate: 

"Lord's-day March 29th, 1818 

This day as soon as the afternoon Worship was concluded, we repaired 

to the water-side when Elder Hall administered the ordinance of bap¬ 

tism to sister Lydia Green, widow. One added to us. 

J.P. Clk" 

"May 22. Elder Hall went over to Padan-Aram in Dartmouth and there 

baptized Anthony Baker of that place, and admitted him to the commun¬ 

ion & fellowship of this church. 

Our number now 52." 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

Church Discipline Was Important 
In The Early Church 

Disciplinary action in the early church was a serious matter as this 

record of September 2, 1818 indicates: 

"Appointed Elder Hall and brother Heath a Committee of Inspection & 

Superintendence to take notice of & inquire into any matter, or reported 

matter, respecting the conduct of the members individually that may ef¬ 

fect or disturb, or have a tendency to interrupt the peace, harmony or 

good order of the church: and to caution, exhort or reprove as the case 

may require; and, if found necessary, to request a church meeting to 

consider & advise on any matter said Committee shall lay before the 

church." 

A record is found of an incident in March 1818, told by Clerk John 

Pickens, who considered the "narrative and facts ... of sufficient 
weight to be recorded:" The male members were called to consider re¬ 

newing the contract with the minister "our first agreement with him 

having expired near three months ago. It appeared to us that brother 

Hall and the Church were both equally free and clear of any engage¬ 
ment to each other, and at full liberty to act in this matter as to either 

seemed good. .. .The Brethen acted with caution, and a degree of se¬ 

crecy entirely from a tender regard to the character and feelings of 

Elder Hall" as they approached him in regard to their inclination to not 

renew his contract. 

"Some of our Sisters & of the Congregation, took occasion to shew 

themselves much displeased. On account of the agitation hereby pro¬ 
duced in the Church the following Communion was put bye." Al¬ 

though in the end Elder Hall was retained, some agitation continued 

and one Sister "used the liberty to utter hard speeches against the 
brethren," accusing them "of being influenced by an evil spirit (or by 

the devil)." Other harsh words were heard voiced by the Sisters. 
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Apparently they still did not feel worthy to hold the next commun¬ 

ion and we find this record: 

“Now it being the 3d of May (1818) a month having passed away, this is 

the day in course for celebrating the Communion, and the agitation 

seems to have subsided." Then after ten of the brethren had "communi¬ 

cated their thoughts to each other and comparing their feelings, con¬ 

cluded it most advisable to omit our Communion at this time." 

Rev. Hall finished his ministry with the Church on April 18, 1819, 

and on the following Sunday, April 25, Rev. James Barnaby became 

the third pastor. The church disciplinary measures continued strong, 

and on December 26, 1822, a church meeting was held at which were 

considered one by one, the articles prepared and presented by Rev. 

Barnaby, which were then voted upon. Part of these are as follows: 

“As all profane & vitious company has a tendency to corrupt the morals 

& sever the soul from God we feel it incumbent duty to keep ourselves 

from such. 

No person shall allow him or herself to frequent places of amusement 

such as theatres, dancing schools or such places of amusement as hereby 

injury may be done to the cause of truth. 

No person shall allow the practice of dancing in their houses & each 

member of the church shall do every thing in his power to prevent those 

under their care from being partakers in such practices. 

• • • 

If any member shall neglect covenant meetings or communion seasons 

for 3 months, such shall be called upon by the committee & if they re¬ 

fuse to give satisfactory reasons shall be liable to the discipline of the 

church." 

A close relationship existed toward one another in the early 

church. The very actions of members were watched over to make sure 

they walked in brotherly love. If they did not, they were soon made 

aware that they should do so. Even what today would be considered en¬ 

tirely personal problems were brought before committees to be dealt 

with. Here are a few examples of incidents that were recorded 

throughout the nineteenth century church records: 

On June 9, 1826, it was “Voted that if a member transgress publickly, it 

offends the Whole Church and the Church may prosced to discipline 

without privet labour. 

J. Tripp, Ch Clk." 

The concern for the conduct of members was vigorously followed 

up! 

Feb. 26, 1835 “Voted to continue the committee to look after absent members." 

Nov. 6, 1835 "Voted to appoint a Committee to visit Bro_& enquire the 

reason of his not attending regular Worship & Communion." 

Nov. 27, 1835 “Voted That as Sister_had obtained a Bill of divorcement to 

discharge the Committee to advise with her." 
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A report was made by the committee regarding John Coggeshall, one 

of the early and always active members. They reported: "that they 

had visited him & informed him that reports of his using improper 

Language & his conduct in several instances did not comport with 

the character of a Christian Br. C. acknowledged that those reports 

were true . . . and soon after he was sorry." Then it was "voted to 

accept the above report and discharge the Committee." 

"Voted to appoint a Committee of three to investigate the difficulty 

between Br-and Br-and report at next Church 
meeting." 

"The hand of fellowship was withdrawn from_for neglect of 

his Covenant obligations." 

At a special meeting of the Standing Committee, it was recom¬ 

mended "that the hand of fellowship be withdrawn from_on 

account of conduct unbecoming a Christian and a member of the 
Church." 

Report unanimously accepted. 

************** 

During Rev. Barnaby's pastorate, religious fervor found expression 

in two revivals, in 1820 and 1823. In the Records of March 10, 1820 is 
found: 

"In the month of December last a religious movement began in this 

place. Its first appearance was among those called Christians, or Free 

Will baptists; Elder Howe having recently come to be their minister in 

place of Elder Taylor who had recently removed to Swanssey. It was 

powerful and spread very rapidly to the other Churches. 

On the 23d of January, Mr. Barnaby, our Elder, baptized seven persons, 

the ice being cut away for that purpose: and on the 30th, seven others; there 

were baptizings every week, the four following. 

On Lord's Day, Feby 6, 1820 there were received into the Church seven¬ 

teen ..." 

On Lord's Day, the 20th Febry were received into the Church as mem¬ 

bers the ten following persons ..." Four of these were of colour. 

The church membership was growing and now numbered 88. 

About two months later, on April 30th, the number was 99. 

On July 12, 1823, Rev. Barnaby resigned and on September 22, the 

Rev. Isaac Chase succeeded him. His pastorate was very short, slightly 

more than six months, ending on April 5, 1824, his resignation being 

for "satisfactory reasons." 

Almost a year passed before Rev. David Curtis assumed the office 
on March 20, 1825, and of him it was said "he was also the means of 
promoting the prosperity of the church, particularly of the part resident 

in Dartmouth." But his ministry was also of short duration lasting only 

until May 4, 1826. For the following ten months preaching occurred 

only as opportunity presented. 

Then came Rev. Gideon B. Perry on March 18, 1827, appointed at 

a salary of $800. per annum, payable at six months intervals. How 

times have changed! Energetic, faithful, he laboured with much zeal. 

Nov. 27, 1835 

April 22, 1836 

March 1, 1865 

Jan. 21, 1873 
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and many members were received into the church from other out-of- 

the-city and out-of-state Baptist churches. In just a few years, the 

membership had climbed to 208 in 1827. The church was flourishing in 

spiritual growth. A still larger place of worship became needful. At the 

same time, New Bedford was expanding. In 1820, the population was 

3947. By 1830, it had increased to 7592. 

*********•¥■■¥■■¥•*■¥■* 

A Year Of Decisions 

1828 was just this! By an ACT OF INCORPORATION on March 8, 

1828 and a subsequent meeting on April 28, the FIRST BAPTIST SOCI¬ 

ETY was organized. 

In Sec. 1 of the ACT, it stated in part that: “they hereby, are incor¬ 

porated into a religious society in the town of New Bedford and made a 

body politic by the name of the First Baptist Society in New Bedford, 

with all the privileges, powers and immunities to which religious 

societies are entitled by the Constitution and laws of the Common¬ 

wealth. 

Sec. 2nd — Be it further enacted That the said body politic shall 

have power to make and use a common seal, and the same to break and 

alter at their pleasure and to make such bye laws for the regulation and 

direction of their business as shall not be repugnent to the Constitution 

and Laws of the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 3rd — Be it further enacted That said body politic may hold 

property, real or personal or both to an amount not exceeding twenty 

thousand dollars, for the purpose of supporting with the income of the 

same the preaching of the gospel and other benevolent and religious 

purposes. 

Sec. 4th — Be it further enacted That said body politic shall at their 

first annual meeting elect a clerk. Treasurer and nine Trustees with such 

powers as shall be prescribed by the bye laws of said body politic, and 

the first meeting thereof may be called by John Coggeshall, Jr. who is 

hereby authorized to issue his warrant therefor, for the choice of officers 

and for organizing said Society. 

Sec. 5th — Be it further enacted That this act may be altered, 

amended or repealed at the pleasure of the Legislature." 

The above was in the ITouse of Representatives of the Common¬ 

wealth on March 5, in the Senate, March 6, approved March 8, 1828 

and was effective until May 19, 1906 when the church was incorpo¬ 
rated. 

May 8, 1828 "The following resolutions were adopted viz. That 

Thomas Barstow, Nehemiah Leonard, Nathaniel Nelson, Benjamin 

C. Coombs and Anthony D. Richmond be a committee to form a plan 

of a meeting house, to make an estimate of the probable cost of said 

building, to consider the expediency of procuring a new bell, and to 

report at the next adjourned meeting." 

May 10 The committee requested a three weeks extension to come to a 

definite determination and to make up their report. 

June 6 The above committee reported and then "On motion Voted that 

it is expedient to erect a new meeting house if the necessary means to 

defray the expense of said erection can be obtained." 
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The following gentlemen were voted to be the committee "to devise 

the means of raising a fund for this purpose, viz. Benjamin Coombs, 

Nathaniel Nelson, Nehemiah Leonard and James Tripp." 

July 11 The committee appointed to devise means for the proposed 

building "presented a written report with a plan of the house." 

Then a committee was appointed "to ascertain the number of pews 

that can be disposed of and the amount of funds that can be raised 

for the promotion of the above mentioned object." They were asked 

to report at the next meeting. 

Aug. 29 The above committee reported "that from Sales of pews and 

other resources they have succeeded in securing the Sum of Seven 

Thousand dollars which they considered sufficient to authorize a con¬ 

tract for the purpose above mentioned." Then "on motion Voted that 

Nehemiah Leonard, Nathaniel Nelson, Thomas Barstow, Benjamin 

Coombs and Gideon B. Perry be a Committee to purchase a Suitable 

lot, on which to erect a house for public Worship, to Superintend the 

erection of Said building, to dispose of the old Meeting-house and to 

transact all other business connected with the Completion of said ob¬ 

ject." The committee for the Sale of pews was "authorized to Con¬ 

tinue said Sale at their discretion." Signed by Benjamin C. Fry, Sec¬ 

retary. 

•k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k 

The First Community Outreach 
Oct. 28 On this date a new spiritual outreach was started. Some 

twenty members of the church who resided in the Apponagansett 

section in Dartmouth made a request which was granted. They 

formed a branch of the church. By 1830, they erected a building suita¬ 

ble for public worship, and by vote of the church on April 25, 1831, 

and confirmed by a regularly called Council on May 5, they became 

the Baptist Church in South Dartmouth. One of the very notable fea¬ 

tures of its building was the bell, said to have been made by Paul Re- 

vere's father. Eventually the bell was taken out of its frame and was 

placed in a Boston church. Near the end of the century, there was 

waning interest in the South Dartmouth church. Rev. Swaim tried to 

rally "the remnant of the church to renewed interest" by opening the 

building and holding monthly services therein. But finally it was 

closed. 

Nov. 19 Land on William Street was purchased from William Barstow 

for $2000. (Recorded in North District (Taunton) Registry of Deeds, 

Book 127, p.401-402. Also in South District (New Bedford) Bristol 

County, Book 31, p.482-483. This document was signed, sealed and 

delivered on November 26, 1828. 

The lot was 80 feet across the front and in depth extended 134 feet 

to a narrow street, once called "Twenty Yard Way" but now known as 

Mechanics Lane. There were several small businesses on this lane in 
the mid-19th century — a blacksmith, a cigar maker, a fruit dealer, 

among others — and also some private homes. In one of the latter, #49 

still standing, lived Captain William C. Brown, Master of the schooner 

"Atlantic." 
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Later, because this land had once been owned by Daniel Ricket- 

son, and a flaw in the title had not been detected at time of purchase 

from William Barstow, a correction was made. Mr. Ricketson and his 
children, in a quit-claim deed, turned over the property forever to the 

First Baptist Society under date of October 2nd, 1894 at 11 hrs., 35 min. 

A.M. and recorded on Oct. 30, 1894 in Bristol County Registry of 

Deeds (New Bedford) Book 165, p.437. Again on January 16, 1895 other 

members of the Ricketson family released all claims. Book 163, p. 424. 

A vivid description of the area, in which this land was, is given by 

Daniel Ricketson, in his book "New Bedford of the Past," published in 

1903. He wrote, (in part): 

"Then came the broad meadows, in the center of which and nearly in 

front of the present Baptist Church on William Street, was a 'Dutch cap' 

for storing the hay when the crop was too large for my grandfather's 

barn and our own; nearby was a well for watering cattle, and in the 

northwest corner a spring and a little pool of water where we boys used 

to wade and paddle about .. . William Street was opened about 1820- 

3 . . . The Baptist Church was erected not long after." 

The Time Was Right — A New Meeting-House 

"To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose 

under the heaven." — Eccl. 3:1 

The spring and summer of 1829 was "a time to build up." Eccl. 3:3 in 

part. The building's firm foundation was laid, — the clink-clank of 

hammer and nails resounded — work went on apace — and when the 

first sun shone on the finished meeting-house it stood gleaming white 

in the tradition of most New England churches. It was described at the 

time as a "neat and chaste house having a spire and a bell." 

The MEETING-HOUSE was dedicated on October 22nd, the Rev. 

Daniel Sharp, of Boston, the guest preacher. His text was from Acts 

28:22 "... for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken 

against." Perhaps John Cooke thought of these words many times dur¬ 
ing his struggles, after breaking away from the established church in 

Plymouth and turning to the Baptist faith. 

No records have been found to indicate that there was an architect 

engaged to help with the building, said to have been built at a cost of 
$9000. 

The members must have felt very proud of their accomplishment, 

for NOW they had an adequate meeting-house for their needs — and, 

too, it was then the largest church in the city of New Bedford. It stood 
gracefully dominating the landscape. 

The new building's colonial style was of early American Classical 

Revival, with wood detailing derived from both the Greek and Roman 

classic orders. Its small paned windows were of hand-blown glass, as 
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many of them still are. The pews had entrance doors, and white shut¬ 

tered blinds were added later. The granite stone foundations, similar to 

most structures of that era, are still intact. Originally the Meeting- 
House had a broad porch across the front with steps leading up to it. 
There were three front entrance doors into the building. The dimen¬ 

sions were 52 feet by 75 feet. The pews faced south, the pulpit near the 

entrances. The diagram on page 30 shows the interior arrangement in 

the 1835-1839 period. Note where the stoves are located on the south¬ 
east and southwest corners. Changes that came later to the building are 

noted elsewhere. The Quaker Church on Spring Street in the city — 
built in 1822 — is the only one in continual use which antedates the 
Baptist Meeting-House of 1829. 

It was not until August 3, 1830 that the building committee was 

“discharged of their duties" their books having been audited. 

Next to the church, on the corner to the east, was Mr. Russell's 

Prussian Blue Works. An undated newspaper clipping, found hidden 

in the church records of the 1942 period, gives a vivid description of a 

fire which destroyed these Works: 

"Whoever was the occupant of No. 101 William Street in the early days 

of the Clapp ownership, witnessed a spectacular sight during a fire one 

night during 1833, that brought terror to all the neighborhood and yet 

had its ludicrous phase. Next east of the Baptist Church on the site of 

the present YMCA building. Perry Russell's prussian blue works burned 

to the ground. Hoping to save the dwelling house on Sixth Street, just 

north, the firemen, with their fire engines, finding the supply of water 

scant, put their suction hoses down into one of the vats. The house es¬ 

caped the flames but next morning the dwellers in 101 William Street 

were astounded to see their neighbor's homes bathed in a beautiful all- 

over blue." 
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The Call to Worship 

The bell, in this period, was considered a very necessary and im¬ 

portant part of the church equipment. According to Daniel Ricketson, 

one of New Bedford's historians, the Baptist "meeting-house had orig¬ 

inally a triangular bell, which was removed many years ago, and place 

supplied by the present genuine article." Early church records indicate 

that in 1830, the Trustees were not satisfied with the bell in the church. 

Possibly this was the triangular bell, but at any rate, on August 17th of 

that year, a motion was made "to have the bell now suspended in the 

meeting-house taken down and returned to the manufacturer to be re¬ 
cast, or exchanged for a new bell, as may appear most advantageous to 

the Society." No record was found of how this matter was settled. 

Another problem with the bell occurred in May 1850. A committee 

appointed to examine the bell found it badly cracked and recom¬ 

mended recasting. However as of March 1, 1851, a bill owed for a new 

bell was $92.04 with other charges for taking down and putting up and 
hanging bell, $12.82 and $5.50. How many times the bell must have 

rung out over the city to call people to the Meeting-House on William 

Street, for services of worship! 

■k-k'k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k 

Pastoral Changes in the 
1830's and 1840's 

Ministers of the church were for many years appointed on an an¬ 

nual basis both parties being free to end the contract when the year's 

work was completed. On September 18, 1829 "The church unani¬ 

mously agreed to retain br. G.B. Perry as their minister, he assenting to 

the same ..." A year later he resigned as of October 22, 1830 because 
of failing health. 

Then for another year, the church was without a pastor. Rev. Asa 

Bronson came on October 28, 1831. On March 20, 1832 it was "Voted 

that the Trustees be empowered to purchase a house and lot for the 

residence of the minister." He did not occupy it long, for his resigna¬ 

tion to take a pastorate in Fall River took effect on January 29, 1833. 

Rev. John O. Choules, D.D. began a pastorate on April 12, 1833 

which lasted nearly five years, until January 7, 1838. During this period 

several happenings are worthy of note: 

On February 22, 1834, the Trustees were authorized to sell the par¬ 

sonage, standing on the cross street between North Street and Mill 

Street, for "any sum not less than 2100 dollars, provided they shall 

deem it expedient." The loss on this together with expenses caused'by 

alterations to the meeting-house (described later in this report) in¬ 
volved the Society in considerable debt. This caused them considerable 
embarrassment for some time. 
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Spiritual renewal in the year 1834 brought about 52 baptisms, and 
58 were credited to Dr. Choules during his pastorate. 

On the first Wednesday in November 1835, the Taunton Baptist 
Association was organized at Taunton. Four delegates were chosen to 
represent the church at that meeting. The First Baptist Church in New 

Bedford had joined the Warren Association in 1813, and now in 1835 it 
became a part of the Taunton group. The third meeting of the group 
was held in New Bedford in October 1838, as it has on many occasions 
since — at the First Baptist. 

"At a Trustees Meeting, June 23d 1836 Voted That the request of the 

Committee for celebrating the 4th July for the use of our meeting-house 

for that occasion be granted on condition of their leaving the house in as 

good order as they find it." 

It is regrettable that the records do not include what occurred at that 
Fourth of July celebration in the early days of our country. 

The church granted Dr. Choules a leave of absence for a tour of 

Europe, while he was serving the church, and when his proposed res¬ 

ignation was made known, it was first voted not to accept it — then re¬ 
considered. He was said to be "a strong thinker, a vigorous and force¬ 

ful writer, and noted for his liberality of opinion . .. He acquired con¬ 

siderable reputation as an author." 

Several months passed after Dr. Choules left before negotiation 
began which led to the next minister's appointment. The candidate 

made several demands, which the following will show: 

At a meeting of November 11, 1838, a unanimous vote was taken 

to invite Rev. Henry Jackson to be their new minister. Some lengthy 

correspondence went on, in which he stated plainly, that: 

"First, I deem it indispensable to the success of your Pastor that all the 

debts owed by your Society to sundry persons should be immediately 

liquidated. Second, Believing as I do that no religious Congregation can 

enjoy a desirable prosperity without rooms Suitable for Meetings of So¬ 

cial worship, I should expect were I to become your pastor that as soon 

as your circumstance will warrant, you will by raising your meeting¬ 

house or in some other manner furnish rooms where all may meet with¬ 

out personal injury." 

The third point was in regard to his salary which he left to their discre¬ 

tion, writing in part: 

"... you are well acquainted with your Market and as I doubt not de¬ 

sire your Minister to be sustained in a manner adapted to promote his 

happiness and usefullness." He added, before closing: 

"These considerations I submit and Shall be happy to hear from you 

again." 

In a letter of reply to Rev. Jackson, which was dated December 15, 

1838, he was told that his "letter fully coincided with their views." 

Then they stated they would pay him "one Thousand Dollars the Sum 

to be paid quarterly." 
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They explained that their delay in answering was deferred "from 

day to day with the hopes of informing you that the full amount of our 

debts were provided for." The Trustees added that they felt sure it 

would be accomplished. 

Rev. Jackson's answer came promptly, stating that he would 

commence his ministry January 1, 1839, writing: 

"This relation which we now form will on my part be continued as long 

as the parties may be mutually satisfied and a notice from either for a 

desire for a separation shall be binding upon both." 

Thus, he started his pastorate with a clear-cut pattern. The Society, in a 

super effort, raised about $4000. and then paid every debt due from 

them, after which, in the spring of 1841 repaired their meeting-house, 

and reversed the arrangement of the Audience Room. (See full details 
later) 

In the early part of Rev. Jackson's work, the church was much re¬ 

vived, and again in 1841, revival services were held for seven weeks 

under the leadership of Rev. Jacob Knapp, a somewhat celebrated 
evangelist of Hamilton, N.Y. "The Spirit of the Lord was poured forth. 

Some hundreds professed to experience religion." In that year 195 

members were received by baptism and 19 by letter, the highest ever 
recorded in any one year. 

On October 1, 1845, Rev. Jackson asked that his resignation be accepted 

"On account of ill health to perform the duties of a pastor, I have been 

compelled to ask your acceptance of my resignation. This act is prompt¬ 

ed by no other reason." Then the record states: "Whereupon Voted 

unanimously to accept the resignation ... to take effect the last Sabbath 
in this month." 

About three months later. Rev. Rufus Babcock, D.D. became the 

new pastor, beginning January 29, 1846. Plans were made for his instal¬ 

lation on this same date, and a committee was appointed to see that 

seats were reserved for the Council & Clergymen of the town and vi¬ 

cinity, and also to attend to the seating of the congregation. Dr. Bab¬ 

cock was the father of the young Cyrus Babcock whom they had hoped 

would be the second pastor of the church. His ministry extended until 

Jan. 1, 1850 during which time he discharged his duties faithfully, and 

there were expressions of regret from the Society when he asked that 
his resignation be accepted. 

The 1840's had been fruitful in gaining new members, and mem¬ 

bership reached 521 in 1841, went to 544 in 1843 and maintained an 
above 400 figure through 1850. 

*************** 

Lowly But Important Work 

What were the duties of a sexton in 1840? A record of January 28th 

in that year gives rules established in regard to said duties, in part, as 
follows: 
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The Meeting-house must be opened regularly on the Sabbath at the 

hours appointed for public worship and the bell rung and tolled as is 

now practised . . . also the sexton must accommodate Strangers with 

Seats and see that the house is kept neatly swept and Dusted ... In the 

warm season the house must be opened at sun rise for the purpose of 

being well aired and in the cold season the fires must be made suffi¬ 

ciently early to heat it comfortably. The Chapel shall be prepared for re¬ 

ligious meetings, averaging through the year three evenings (including 

the Sabbath) per week. If it shall require more evenings a Compensation 

shall be allowed of 25 Cents for every extra evening 

The sexton . . . also shall not suffer the Fuel to remain in the yard, 

but shall see that it is . . . put in the place designed.” 

On February 5, 1840, the committee appointed to confer with A.W. 
Munroe, about being a sexton, recommended that: 

"the Sum of One Hundred Dollars to be offered him for the faithful per¬ 

formance of the duties assigned and the forfeiture of Fifty Cents for each 

and every neglect to do as specified in the committee's Report on the 

Subject.” 

A few years later, on May 25, 1851, $110. per year was moved appro¬ 
priated for the sexton's salary. 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

An Honor Bestowed By the City 

The First Baptist Church now played an important part in the re¬ 

ligious life of New Bedford. Of its membership, Daniel Ricketson in the 

book "New Bedford of the Past" wrote: 

"This church has ever included among its members some of our most 

respectable citizens . .. Some of our earliest Baptists came from Provi¬ 

dence, R.I. and so the church has a direct lineal descent from that 

learned and honorably distinguished apostle Roger Williams, who ... 

was born in Wales in 1599, and was educated at Oxford.” 

The First Baptist Church of New Bedford must have felt very hon¬ 

ored in 1847, when James P. Almy, the designer of the SEAL of the City 
of New Bedford included three towers in the background overlooking the 
harbor. The central tower and the most prominent, being on higher 

ground, is that of the First Baptist Church and the only tower shown in 

the design still in existence today. There is little doubt about the fact 

that sailors returning from those long whaling voyages watched for this 

welcome landfall when they neared the Port of New Bedford. 
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Pews — The Means for 
Financial Support — and Problems! 

A deed of October 29, 1829 read thus: 
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The support of the church came in great measure from the sale and 
rental of pews, with revaluation taking place from time to time. Taxes 
were imposed to meet financial needs and in addition, money was 

often raised by subscription, before a project was undertaken. Very 

frequently, when a vote was taken to approve a project, a qualifying 

clause would be added such as — if the necessary means to defray the ex¬ 
pense can be raised. 

The price of the pews varied according to their location in the 

house, and deeds were given for pews from the very early days of the 

church and throughout a good part of the 19th century. No record was 

found of the actual date of discontinuance. But — definitely by 1906 the 
sale of pews ended, for then free sitting and pledging was adopted. Means 

and methods had to be changed with the passing of time, — in line 
with progress. 

A few notes from the records will serve to show how much con¬ 
cern and confusion was caused by the "TEW" problems. 

In 1830 "At a meeting of the Trustees on Tuesday evening Oct. 5th it 

was determined to let all the unsold pews by auction a notice of which 

to be inserted in the Mercury at least two weeks previous to the sale — 

also that notice be given from the pulpit etc. The sale to take place on 

Tuesday previous to the 1st Sabbath in Nov." 

*************** 

When members did not pay their assessment, they would be informed 

that their pews would be sold at auction. Such a notice was found in 

the records of October 31, 1837: 

"On Motion, Voted that the holders of Pews who have negotiated to pay 

the taxes on them for one year & over Shall be legally notified that un¬ 

less the arrearages are Paid in thirty days from the date of Said notice 

Said pews will be offered to Public Auction to Satisfy Said Taxes." 

*************** 

On February 2, 1846: "Agreeable to legal notice given and in accordance 

with a Vote of Trustees of Jany 12th/46 Pews No. 82 & 86 were Sold at 

auction this evening to the highest Bidder. The Taxes on 82 (originally 

69) were up to date of Sale fifty one Dollars & fifty-Six cents and the 

Pew sold to Ezra Francis for Fifty-Two dollars. The taxes on 86 (origi¬ 

nally 73) were Sixty one Dollars and Forty three cents and the Pew Sold 

to James Mores for Twenty-Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents." 

*************** 

Nov. 17, 1847, the following: "Pew No. 62 lately occupied by C.T. Bar¬ 

ton being delinquent to amount of $46.25/100 dollars was ordered to be 

Sold to pay the taxes." 

*************** 

The Collector of pew assessments was appointed and paid for his 

services, sometimes being allowed a percentage (5% being granted in a 

record of March 22, 1859) and at other times a flat sum, such as $100. 
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It frequently happened that when there was a financial need, an 

additional tax was assessed. A record of April 12, 1850 states: 

“Voted to appropriate the sum of three hundred dollars to be raised by a 

tax on the Pews ..." 

-k-k'k'k-k-k-k-kX-kj'-kjt-k-k 

On May 17, 1850: “On Motion Voted to request the Collector to make 

out the Pew Bills at Ten percent on the valuation and Collect them 

Semiannually ... June 1st, 1850 ... and December 1st, 1850, and he is 

likewise requested to Complete the Collections previous to February 1st, 

1851.” 

nr 

oy 
o/fa 

h 
~J7 

-471 
u 

j6 

9// 

-n' 

of/ 
i/ 

a// J.. 

A oj/ 

OJ/ 

—"- tr fa/ 
aj/ X* A _ 
aj/ 

,j■/ J) 

°J' jr> A'*?* ^ 

qj/ ltru< 

0/ 

•J/ •!■'' 

Of/ fay 

SA——*— 
JL— 

-‘Ofa A 

-tS ” 

-A 

-jfa fah 

-of, "> 

\  
O// 74 

aj/ 'h 

-ofa, . ^ 

-**• Q). *f 

7 /f AA^ycr 

'oaz /?/3~*r- 

’•* &/f4^—J" 

-ool / * if 

^ //V ,, 

- /r. ^ /r' 

oi 

J. 7L/— h 

iA/Tj 

A 

% 

il 
o/f 

7i7^ ^ 

71 
-'Of 

s>> 
fay 

-of 

-‘O/t 

~'QJ/ 

/? 
- ‘fi £>/ 

0<J j 

Jfi-t Moo i 

/pprdcot Mcy<*<+^poz 

if p a" - 
t /, —ooz 

J. - oox 

C/7’. 

hs t/7. i/lv-“’7 

A) . Too\-y —■ oof 

i/A. “’■’I 

/J / T/A', -oof 

Pf 7. 7.47/st, - °ot 

/{to AfuAa-Ao ~to-f 

^ 7/1—SoA&oz. 0(,, 

/, 

c 7 

i . 

J 0 1 4 % s ^ 
-‘t/6 

~S 7 / 

AA/o Jfrrr/c/afaX-oo^ 

JJ / . C' ■ 1 
- '_ ~OLP/ 

—j| 
U s s/. , ^ 1 /. ' (< c ■/< «-*. : */• 

*A, A« /& a*. «»,■ <>■ 
--- -~oj/ 9* t 6r t , - A-aA. 

- OJ/ /- 

4<*+~+**~0 Si 

/■t 

_ ^9 
<>L 

'< - 

— 

$r 

k 

: 

a 

V^> 1 

• ^ 1 ZTTT 

? 

V ■oS 

\ 

~‘ob 

When the church urns built, the pulpit urns in the south end of the church. This pew 
plan of the 1835-1839 period shows the arrangement and indicates the number of the 
pew, its cost, and the owner's name. 

There were many heated arguments over this matter, and some¬ 

times hard feelings. In 1852 it was found necessary or advisable to ob¬ 
tain the services of an eminent lawyer of Springfield, R.A. Chapman, 

Esq., versed in matters relating to ecclesiastical bodies, to determine if 

the Trustees had the right to fix the rate of taxation. The decision was 
in their favor, stating the ruling: 
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not only Justifies the Course of the Trustees & Confirmed them in the 

right they Exercised in levying a Tax on the valuation put on the pews in 

1850 but made it their imperative duty to revalue the pews whenever it 

became necessary from Circumstances to do so in order that there be an 
equal and Just apportionment." 

The report was listened to intently and received without a dissenting 
vote. The Trustees took great pleasure in presenting to the Society the 
able and clear decision of Lawyer Chapman. 

It settled the: So long a matter of dispute, Causing as it has unpleasant 

feelings ... but in this decision, the matter is not only settled," but, ac¬ 

cording to the records, brought about a bond of reunion and a desire for 

peace on this issue, thereby giving renewed evidence that we possess 

at least in Some Measure, the Spirit of our divine Redeemer." 

*************** 

However, there seemed to be great consideration of and fairness 
toward members. There are recorded instances when people, who ap¬ 

parently found it a hardship to pay for their pews, were given a re¬ 

ceipted bill, and one record of November 16, 1848 shows that the or¬ 
ganist was given a pew "rent free" for his family. 

Another instance, when a pew was to be sold because of delin¬ 
quent payment, is recorded on March 30, 1853: 

"If the proceeds of the sales are more than the amount of taxes against 

said pews, the same to be refunded to them" — referring to two mem¬ 

bers to whom the clerk had sent due notice. 

In the same year, on July 15, a vote was taken that: 

"an assessment of 10 pr ct. be made upon the pews in this House to 

meet the appropriation for the ensuing year." 

Thus were the needs met by this common solution to the financial 
problems that arose. 

*************** 

A Long and Significant Pastorate 

In 1850, Rev. John Girdwood was invited to take the pastorate. 
Born in Scotland in 1809, he had very early in life felt a clear call to the 

ministry. With financial concerns, he managed to study at the Univer¬ 

sity of Edinburgh, and graduated from Norton College in England at 

the age of thirty. He held a short pastorate in England and a nine year 

difficult one in Montreal before coming to New Bedford. 

His actual preaching began on March 24, 1850 after which he was 

invited to continue another month, and then it was voted on May 12th 
to extend an invitation for him to be minister. The May 23rd record 

stated "that one Thousand Dollars pr annum be allowed Brother 

Girdwood for his services commencing June 1, 1850. A committee was 

appointed to arrange for a "public recognition" service which was held 
on Thursday, July 11. (There is a July 8th record of a bill for $2.00 from 

the Mercury and Standard "for advertising installation of pastor") 
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Rev. Girdwood's pastorate was the longest to date in the history of 

the church — 15 years, 9 mo., 7 days. He was, records say, a scholarly, 

able pastor, greatly respected in the community, standing as one of the 

foremost of preachers, with strong sympathies, both philanthropic and 

religious. He was said to "be mighty in the scriptures ... a master 

hand at teaching and unfolding the great fundamental truths of the 

Bible." 

His pastorate was not without problems. In the early part of his 

ministry the bitter issue about the taxation of pews was still an annoy¬ 

ing one, and it was the cause of seventeen members withdrawing in 

1854 to organize the Third Baptist Church. This, however, continued 

only briefly with some of the members returning to the parent church. 

Some others, for a short while, held meetings occasionally at each 

other's residences. 

In the bitter Civil War struggle, there was a period of declining 

male membership. Also the whaling interests in the city were waning. 

Rev. Girdwood stood as a tower of strength to his members. He was a 
strong advocate of the anti-slavery cause, and it has been said of him 

that "while in public position he displayed the strength of his nature 

by a fearless advocacy of truth and justice .. . making an impression 

upon his hearers which cannot be forgotten by them." 

In "The history of New Bedford," published in 1892, by L.B. Ellis, 

is related an account of a singular honor that came to Rev. Girdwood in 

1861, as follows: 

"Rev. Girdwood closes solemn and impressive exercises with a prayer 

on occasion of April 16, 1861, four days after attack of Fort Sumner. New 

Bedford Guards, Company L, Third Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer 

Infantry, stood in front of City Hall to receive the tribute of praise from 

speakers and citizens." Ex-Gov. John H. Clifford had made an eloquent 

address, and at his invitation, after the exercises, a large number of citi¬ 

zens, with the band playing "YANKEE DOODLE," escorted these vol¬ 

unteer soldiers to the railroad station. They were the first of 3200 men 

furnished by the city of New Bedford during the war — 1110 men more 

than the U.S. government had required. 

It is evident that Rev. Girdwood had the love and respect of the 

townspeople as well as of the church members, for a local historian 
wrote thus: 

"What voice more tenderly and frequently plead for the poor, the un¬ 

cared for, and the suffering? In the day of our national struggle, whose 

words, both in public and in private, were more loyal, patriotic and soul 

stirring? .. .He was something more than a Baptist, he was a Christian." 

It seems highly probable that some members of the Baptist Church 

did not hesitate to show friendship for fugitives and to harbor runaway 

black men in their dwellings. New Bedford was a city where hatred for 
slavery was strong. 
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Many of the members had names still common today in New Bed¬ 
ford. Many were clerks or Trustees, or otherwise active in the work of 

the church. Among them were those named Butts — Coggeshall — 
Green — Hatch — Hathaway — Hawes — Hewins — Leonard — Nel¬ 
son — Pope and Thomas, to name only a few. Many were active in the 

Civil War period, and in 1862 a man came in from outside the city, and 

made a niche for himself among them. Little did anyone then know 

that this man was to become nationally and internationally known — 
and — 

Long To Be Remembered: Henry Martyn Robert 

Henry Martyn Robert was this man — a graduate, fourth from the 

top, in the Class of 1857, at West Point. In 1862, the U.S. ARMY as¬ 

signed this young lieutenant engineer to New Bedford, where he was 

responsible for the construction of the Fort at Clark's Point (Fort Taber) 
— and for coordinating local harbor defenses, during the turbulent 

Civil War period. He was a man of staunch religious faith, and with his 

wife joined the First Baptist Church on July 2, 1862. He involved him¬ 
self very actively in many departments of the church work, as the fol¬ 

lowing facts taken from the records will show. 

In only a little more than three months after becoming a member, 

he expressed his views about Sunday School work in which he had 

had previous experience. This greatly treasured letter, in his own 

handwriting states: 

Capt. Henry Martyn Robert, a valued member of the church from 1862-1865 later be¬ 
came famous nationally and internationally for his "Rules Of Order. 
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“New Bedford, Oct. 7th, 1862 

To the Board of Directors of the Sabbath School 

of the William Street Church 

Dear Brethren — 

I beg leave 

to submit the following views for your prayerful consideration knowing 

of no other method than this of obtaining the desired object — viz — 

That all the teachers should unite in all discussions pertaining to the 

interests of the Sabbath School. 

I presume no Christian can feel but a warm interest in the Sabbath 

School, the Nursery of the church and this interest is increased by active 

participation in the great work. The more one gives to a benevolent ob¬ 

ject the more interest he feels in it and the more he will be apt to give in 

future; the more frequently one attends and takes part in the prayer 

meetings, the more he will love the meetings & desire to pray with his 

brethren. I think that each one of you from your own experience will 

say, that by engaging actively in your duties your interest is increased, 

and that that interest grows cold when you neglect these duties. 

Again — in the multitude of counsellors there is safety, and as a 

general principle of government there is none more generally recognised 

than this. For legislation we want numbers, for execution unity. 

To apply these principles if true to the Sunday School is certainly the 

duty of those who have the management of it. 

Let us see what that will lead to. The direct object of the Sabbath 

School is to teach the scholar their duty to God & the direct instruments 

in the hands of God for accomplishing this object are the teachers. All 

other organizations of the school are subordinate to this of scholars & 

teachers, and should tend to assist the teachers in their work. The usual 

officers in a school in this way are a great benefit to the school. They are 

executive officers, superintending the school, seeing the classes have 

teachers, preserving order where a teacher fails in his duty, taking care 

of the library, keeping the statistics of the school, etc., etc. This is as it 

should be. But now we come to the matter of legislation which is an im¬ 

portant one & in which each teacher should feel a deep interest, and 

does if he feels any interest in the school itself. But from what has al¬ 

ready been said, this interest can be weakened perhaps destroyed, by 

permitting the business to be transacted by a few. The teachers elect 

their director and think they have done their duty, but should they not 

all be urged to attend & take part in every business meeting & beside the 

interest caused by their responsibility, there is no doubt but that the re¬ 

marks at the meetings would encourage and strengthen them in their 

great work. Then would the Schools have the advantage of the counsels 

of all its teachers & officers & the latter would feel more interest in the 

management of the School. This plan has been generally adopted 

throughout our country & I think has been found to work well. 

In fact this is the only exception to the custom that I have ever seen, 

though this may be the practice in New England — In closing this com¬ 

munication, I would state I have been prompted to this step by my love 

for the Sabbath School, which love I believe to have been greatly in¬ 

creased by the fact of Gods having made use of me as an instrument in 

His hands of commencing more Sabbath Schools than years have rolled 

over my head — Trusting that our love for the Savior's work may ever 

increase, I remain 
Yours fraternally 

Henry M. Robert" 
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Sometime during 1863, he was chosen to be moderator of a public 
meeting which was held in the First Baptist Church, (supposedly, ac¬ 

cording to all available records) — to discuss the Port of New Bedford's 

defenses against possible Confederate raiders. The long meeting, said to 
have lasted fourteen hours, got out of hand and was cantankerous. It is 
said that Mr. Robert vowed "If he got out of the meeting alive, he would 
learn to control the next one he became involved in." 

It seems quite evident that he may have begun to write some rules 
for parliamentary procedure while still garrisoned at Fort Taber, but it 

was not until 1869 that his resolve took shape in a preliminary guide 
book, a digest of eight pages, expanded later into his "RULES OF OR¬ 
DER" which was published in February 1876, becoming famous almost 

overnight. These eventually earned for him an international as well as 

a national reputation, and well over two million copies have been sold. 

There have been several revisions, and it still is a most important 

acclaimed work for parliamentary procedure. 

But — more of his church activities! This was a period in the his¬ 

tory of the church when great emphasis was being placed on the music 
department, especially singing, this considered an essential part of the 

worship service. There had always been considerable interest in and 

many expenditures for the Singing Committee. We find such reports in 
various early records, including one in 1848 and another in July 1850. 

In the latter, the Treasurer's report showed an item of $20. being paid 

to a Susan Robbins for "Singing 6 months." On March 29, 1864, 

records show that $275. was approved for the organ and singing; thus 

— Organist, $150. — Filling organ, $18. — Music teacher, $90. — and 
Incidentals, $17. This and the recommendations below were "adopted 

by unanimous vote." 

Captain Robert became involved with the Singing Committee, ap¬ 

pointed to it on March 24, 1864. This committee was "to take into con¬ 

sideration the Singing Department and report at the adjourned meet¬ 
ing." The other two men serving were J.N. Barrows and A.T. 
Thompson. On March 29, the report was submitted, and its phraseol- 

ogy would indicate that H.M. Robert had written the recommenda¬ 

tions, presenting it on the same date as the above vote: In part, it was 

as follows: 

"Regarding the Singing as a part of the worship of God in which all 

should join and not merely as a delightful musical entertainment, your 

committee would most earnestly recommend that the present method of 

Congregational Singing be continued. 

In order to sustain the congregational Singing and make it more uni\er- 

sal, your committee would recommend that a suitable teacher bt 

employed during the winter months to give one lesson each week in 

singing to the Congregation and that these lessons be free to all both old 

and young being encouraged to attend. In this way all could learn 

enough of music and become accustomed to singing together so as to 

enable them to join with pleasure and profit in singing the simple chor 

als or psalm tunes which alone are suitable for congregational Singing. 
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As an additional means of sustaining congregational singing your com¬ 

mittee would recommend that a half dozen or more of the Congregation 

set by the organ to lead the Singing. It seems impossible to have a large 

mass move together without a leader. The want of a leader produces in¬ 

decision each one waiting to hear someone else before they begin and 

thus gradually the singing falls away . . . 

Dr. Sewell Mason who has done more than any other man in the coun¬ 

try for congregational Singing adopts this plan and says he considers it, 

together with having the church taught by a competent Musical teacher, 

as necessary for the success of congregational singing." 

The church records reveal that Capt. Robert held various church 

offices from time to time — that of Trustee and Assessor, of Chairman 

of the Singing Committee for which under date of June 27, 1865, the 

Board tendered to him their thanks 'Tor his efficient services as chair¬ 

man of Singing Committee unanimously adopted." 

On June 20th, Capt. Robert, then president of the Board of Trus¬ 

tees "submitted his resignation being about to leave the city." He was 

being transferred to another post in a different part of the country, and 

on December 27, a vote was recorded to give "Certification of good 

Standing to Bro. Henry M. Robert & his wife Helen M. Robert, and to 

erase their Names from the records." 

He went on in his career to many important positions. He was 

made chief engineer of the Division of the Pacific in 1867 and by 1901, 

when he retired, he had directed some thirty-three military engineer¬ 

ing enterprises, and had achieved the rank of Brigadier-General. But it 

was the publication of his "RULES" which made him famous. 

The First Baptist Church was the gainer when he chose to join this 

church and work there actively for over three years, although nobody 

at that time could have predicted the recognition he would attain. Rev. 

Girdwood must have been happy to have Captain Robert take such ac¬ 

tive interest. 

Even though this period was filled with a certain unrest due to the 

Civil War when President Abraham Lincoln was settling the slavery is¬ 

sue, still there were joyous occasions, too, and in the church there 

seemed to be great harmony between minister and members. The fol¬ 
lowing letter and the action thereafter is revealing: 

"New Bedford, March 10, 1863 

To the First Baptist Society 

Dear Brethren & friends 

Permit me to direct your attention to two matters that may very 

properly occupy your attention. You are aware that the 30th of next June 

will be the fiftieth anniversary of the formation of the First Baptist 

Church. If the Church should decide to have a commemorative service 

on that day it would be a grand announcement to say that the Society 

was unencumbered with debt but even if there were no such celebration 

of that day would it not be well for the interests of both the society and 

the church to take steps for the liquidation of the present debt. I am not 
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aware whether it has been diminished or increased during the financial 

year just Closed. Another item, but one of less importance than the 

former is the internal Condition of the Parsonage. It needs paint. Noth¬ 

ing of consequence has been done since its erection 9 years ago, an 
examination might reveal some other necessary repairs. 

Praying that the blessing of the most high may attend your efforts to 
sustain his cause, 

I remain yours most fraternally 

(Signed) J. Girdwood" 

At a meeting of the Society on June 3, 1863, it was reported that 
the debts amounted to about $1550. 

On June 26, 1863, the Committee appointed to solicit funds for the 
payment of all debts and liabilities due from the Society were able to 

report that they had had complete success in raising this. A list fol¬ 
lowed showing the names of people who had contributed, with the 

amounts set against their names. A total of $1600.25 was raised, with 
one contribution of $400. (for which the Society thanked the Pope fam¬ 

ily) then two others were noted as $165 and $141. — plus three at $100. 

each, two at $50., one for $40. and all the rest from $25. down to 25 
cents. 

Preparations were carefully made for the Fiftieth Anniversary. The 

former ministers were invited and 'The Churches which have been 
formed from us. So. Dartmouth and Third, New Bedford." 

Sunday, June 28, 1863, was a significant day with three services 
being held, at which five former ministers took part. In the afternoon, 

an HISTORICAL SKETCH was read by the Pastor "with brief sketches 
of the Eighteen original members that met in Council half a Century 
ago to form This Church of Christ, only one of whom now survives, 

Philip Cannon, Jr. who was present with us." In the evening, former 

ministers responded with reminiscences. Rev. Curtis mentioning "the 
wonderful providence which had preserved so many of the former Pas¬ 

tors to meet together on this interesting occasion in perfect health." 

On Tuesday evening, June 30th "a reunion was held in the vestry 

which was crowded to overflowing. Religious exercises were held in 

the large room . . . The pastor spoke of this as being one of the hap¬ 

piest hours of his life, referred to the Spiritual Idea of a church of 

Christ & to the fact of celebrating this anniversary not only out of debt, 

but with a balance in the treasury. 

The rest of the evening was devoted to the discussion of refresh¬ 

ments on the tables in the Committee rooms which were beautifully 
ornamented with flowers & laden with delicious fruits of the Season. 

One of the most interesting features of the occasion was the number of 
aged persons that were able to be present. To them it was an overflow¬ 

ing joy . . . " 
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Sometime during this celebration, a photo, now somewhat of a 

treasure, was taken of the five guest former pastors, with its then pres¬ 

ent minister: 

Left to right - top: Joseph S. Swann, Henry Jackson, James C. Hiden; bottom: Hiram K. Pervear, 
Daniel D. Winn, John O. Choules; center: sitting, Rufus Babcock, James Barnaby, Asa Bronson, 

Silas Hall; center: standing, John Girdwood, David Curtis. 

The City Mission Begins 

The records of the First Baptist Church show that in the 19th cen¬ 

tury they were ever mindful of mission needs. In 1846 a seed was 

planted which came to light in a 1864 letter sent to the church: "Facts of 

interest to the William Street Baptist Church in regards to the forma¬ 

tion of The Ladies City Mission Society' by Helen K. Milliken, Clerk," 

— in part: 

"In June 1846 in the William Street Baptist Church was held the first 

meeting of the small society that called itself The Female Tract Society' 

and in 1864 changed its name to the 'Ladies City Mission Society' ... 

What a work in twenty years and through it all the William St. Church 

was doing its share nobly, at one time contributing $150.00 a year to the 

Missionary's salary ..." 

On a sheet bearing a copy of the above, Walter A. Luce, Clerk of 

First Baptist from 1925-1957, signed the comment that "the City Mission 

is today the broadest undenominational society in the city with members from 
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the William Street Baptist." On March 24, 1974, at the request of the 

United Fund, its name was changed to the Dennison Memorial City 
Mission. 

The church records show appropriations for the above cause being 

made regularly for many years, and it was not until December 31, 1873 

that "it was voted to discontinue the pledge whereby we were to give 
$100 . . . and that a collection be taken in the church once each year, 

the amount thus taken to be given to the Mission." Also from the 
church calendar of June 1893: 

Offering on June 18 “will be devoted to the City Mission. Our people 

have given the sum of fifty dollars yearly as the cause has now found a 

place upon our schedule of collections from the congregation. We hope 

there will be no need of making up the requisite amount after the public 

offering is taken." 

Many missionary needs were met. On Lord's day, March 6, 1864, a 

committee was chosen "to nominate a committee to raise funds for the 
Jubilee of the American Baptist Missionary Union." On April 28, the report 
was made that $251.97 had been collected for this purpose, with some 

small sums still to be collected. 

*************** 

A touching item, revealing the effect of the Civil War on the 

church's membership, is from the record of November 14, 1864: 

“Died this day Bro. Augustus D. Briggs, a Member of Co. A 3rd Mass. 

Cavalry, in Camden St. Hospital, Baltimore, from wounds received at 

the Battle of Cedar Creek, Va. Soldier go home, for thee the fight is 

won." 

On March 1, 1865 is recorded: 

Died this day Bro. Philip Cannon, the last one of the original members. 

Aged 76." 

*************** 

When Rev. Girdwood tendered his resignation to take effect on 

December 31, 1865, the members at first refused to accept it, but finally 
at his insistence, they complied. As he was proposing to go back to his 

native Scotland for a visit, "it was unanimously voted to present him 

with an offering of $1000. Such was the esteem in which he was held 

that the entire amount was provided in two hours. 

In the 1893 "Manual of the First Baptist Church" the following is 

written: 

“His ministry is precious to the church and his ministry has become a 

standard of measurement for all subsequent ones." 

After a visit to his homeland, Rev. Girdwood took a pastorate on 

January 1, 1867 in Lafayette, Indiana. But it would seem that his ties 
were strong in New Bedford, for when the service of public recognition 
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took place on March 15 for Rev. Daniel D. Winn, he returned to take 

part in this ceremony and gave an address to the church. 

In the records of June 10, 1867, his death is noted: 

"Died this day in Lafayette, Indiana our beloved former Pastor & still a 

member of our Church not having withdrawn his connection with 

us . .. though mourning his loss as a Father beloved, we would cherish 

his memory . .. imitate his example of heavenly living." 

His burial was in Oak Grove Cemetery in New Bedford on a lot 

(#32) owned by the Society and which soon afterwards was deeded by 

the church sto his daughter. Several members of the Girdwood family 

had been buried there, including his wife whose death occurred on 

March 11, 1864, while he was still pastor. 

The church records of June 28, 1841 state that they had "caused a 

Stone Marker (Baptist Society, Wm. Street) to be placed on the lot" 

given them by Timothy Dyer, this being the above mentioned lot 

deeded to the Girdwood family. 

It was a year before Rev. Winn became pastor. Out of six candi¬ 

dates to select from, he was chosen. On November 6, 1866, 69 votes 

were cast by ballot, and 50 of these were for Rev. Winn. His acceptance 

letter was dated December 20, and his ministry began on January 6, 

1867, — a long and fruitful one, lasting until July 18, 1879, a little over 

twelve and a half years. 

It is interesting to note that from March 1867 to May 1873, the ap¬ 

propriations for the Singing Committee amounted to either $400. or 

$500. each of those years. This included the salary of the organist, of 

the blower, of singers and incidentals for the committee's needs. The 

interest in the singing remained high for many years thereafter. 

A Big Step Taken in 1872-1873 

In the fall of 1872, a group of members of the William Street Bap¬ 
tist Church met to form plans to establish a new Baptist Church in the 

fast growing north section of New Bedford. 

On November 8, Deacon L.G. Hewins reported in a church meet¬ 

ing that "sister Coggeshall in her will donated the sum of two 

thousand ($2000.) dollars for the erection of a Baptist Church in this 

City, also that Br. A.A. Greene had presented a lot on which the 

Church may be built, and that twenty-four (24) members of this 

Church had signified an intention of withdrawing and forming such a 
church." 

Mrs. Elizabeth Coggeshall's will of 1867 had bequeathed this sum 

to the First Baptist Society on condition that a church of this denomination 

be built in the north part of the city within five years of her decease. 
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For this same purpose members had already raised and pledged 

about $5000. The Church expressed willingness to cooperate in this 
new venture. At a meeting, it was "resolved that we hereby approve of 

the course taken by those interested in the establishment of a church in 
the north part of the city and bid them God speed in their work." 

On October 8, 1873, dismission letters were requested and duly 
given to thirty members of the First Baptist Church "for the purpose of 

forming themselves into a regular and independent church of Christ, to 
be called the North Baptist Church in New Bedford. 

On the formation of said Church their connection with us will cease. 

Done by order of the Church." 

On November 7, 1873, the invitation was extended to the pastor 
and two delegates of the "Wm. St. Baptist Church to meet in Council 

on Thursday, Nov. 13 at 2V2 o'clock P.M. to consider the propriety of 

recognizing said company of believers as a regular and independent 
Church." They met in the Chapel of the new building on the corner of 

Merrimac and County Streets. Three other churches from Taunton, 

Dighton and Mansfield participated. Thus was the North Baptist Church 
born! 

This church was later to help other churches get a start. In 1894 
they took over some religious work that had been started first by the 

Congregationalists in the form of a Sunday School and then taken over 

by the Methodists. The latter group "offered a turn over to the North 

Baptist Church all the property, membership and control of same." The 

North Baptist Church developed it, and on July 26, 1898 it became rec¬ 

ognized as the Immanuel Baptist Church, with 38 members, 27 of whom 

went by letter from the North Baptist. 

In 1902, several of the members of the North Baptist and their 

minister, then the Rev. Charles L. Jones, felt the need for a church in 

the south end of the city. Meetings were at first held in the homes and 
on June 23, 1903, a vote was taken to form an independent church. 
Several members of the North Baptist asked for dismission letters for 

this purpose. The church was established as the South Baptist Church 
and was recognized in 1904 as a regular Baptist Church by the Taunton 

Association. 

While Rev. Winn was pastor a matter came up concerning the 

Sunday School which seems of sufficient importance to be noted here¬ 

in. The Sunday School, organized on April 17, 1819, was a well estab¬ 

lished part of the church. But, now on January 3, 1873, a special re¬ 

quest was brought before the meeting: 

"Whereas the Sunday School has requested the Church to take it under 

her fostering care & adopt it as her child and appoint in future the offic¬ 

ers at her annual meeting, therefore Resolved, That we heartily comply 

with its request." 
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On February 28, it was reported that this had been "adopted." Of¬ 

ficers were appointed and it was: 

"Resolved that as far as the pecuniary support is concerned that the 

Sabbath School be self supporting, that is to say, that it shall devise 

means and raise all monies necessary for the support of said school, and 

shall be left at liberty to dispurse the same with such sums as may be 

contributed by and presented to the school for missionary purposes, ad¬ 

ditions to Library and other objects. Resolved that all legacies given for 

Sabbath School purposes shall be held in trust by them and to be 

applied as directed by the donors." 

Rev. Winn was well liked by the members, and it was with reluc¬ 

tance that they accepted his resignation. He was said to be "a man of 

genial disposition and social spirit, and was a frequent visitor in the 

homes of his people." 

On February 1, 1880, Rev. Hiram K. Pervear became pastor and 

ministered for six and a half years until July 31, 1886. 

Early in his service with the church there were several records of 

missionary giving. On February 20, 1880, the committee on feeble 

churches, appointed by the Baptist State Convention, asked that this 

church appropriate $75.00 for this purpose. There followed recommen¬ 

dations from the standing committee that the church contribute to the 

following benevolent objects: Foreign Missions - City Missions - Feeble 

Churches - Home Missions, on the third Sunday in March, June, Sep¬ 
tember and December respectively. This pattern was followed for some 

years, with slight changes. 

At a Covenant meeting of April 30, 1880, the standing committee 

also recommended the following, which was adopted: 

"That the Church hold monthly missionary concerts on the Friday eve¬ 

ning, following the communion service and that a collection be taken at 

each of these meetings." 

Then on June 11, it was "Voted that the money taken by collections at 

the Missionary concerts be equally divided between the Home and 

Foreign Missions." 

Missionary work was pursued with zeal not only by the church but 

by the Sunday School as well. We find in their records of October 18, 

1882, a vote: 

"to appropriate fifty dollars for a year's tuition for an Indian at the Uni¬ 

versity of Tahlequah, Indian Territory, The sum to be paid quarterly." 

A letter was written to acquaint Prof. Bacone of this action and an 

answer to that, dated October 24, recognized this, with the comment: 

"It proved a very opportune offer for a young Indian, son of a native 

Baptist preacher." 

This Indian territory is now a part of the state of Oklahoma "Land 

of Red Men," and Tahlequah University was established before 

Oklahoma became a state in 1907. 
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As late as the early 1970 period, missionary boxes were still being 

sent occasionally to Bacone College and the Murrozv Indian Children's 

Home in Muskogee, Oklahoma, under the direction of Miss Lily R. 
Lopes of the Missionary Committee. 

On June 17, 1883, the very active Sunday School was under the di¬ 

rection of Superintendent George C. Hatch, and he reported at its 

sixty-fourth anniversary on the above date that there were 7 officers, 19 
teachers and 178 scholars, with the attendance of the latter averaging 132 
for the year. 

On the first Sunday in May 1883, new hours for worship were 

adopted, the preaching service being held in the morning instead of in 

the afternoon. The Sunday School was held in the afternoon. The 

weekly prayer meeting was changed from Friday to Wednesday eve¬ 

nings. 

In November 1884, Rev. Pervear was authorized to invite the 

Evangelist C.C. Luther of Worcester to conduct a series of meetings, 

"from which some results were gained. One consequence was the construc¬ 

tion of a baptistery under the pulpit platform ..." 

In Rev. Pervear's resignation letter, mention was made of the "ex¬ 

tinguishment of a debt of several thousand dollars." A man of strong 

convictions, he was said to possess superior administrative ability. And 
even though some serious differences of judgment arose among the 
members which caused some alienation in the early part of his minis¬ 

try, yet there were some fine commendatory remarks written into the 

records when he left in 1886. 

Rev. James C. Hiden, D.D. from Lexington, Kentucky, assumed 

charge on February 2, 1887. It was said that he would be remembered 

for his delightful southern accent and gripping oratory. "His sermons, 
frequently doctrinal and always strong, never wandered far from the 
central theme of salvation through Christ. They were of a kind well 

suited to leave hearers firmly grounded in the faith." 

Missionary efforts remained strong during this period, one evi¬ 

dence of this shown in this note from the records: 

Sunday July 17, 1887 "At the close of the morning sermon by vote of 

the Church a collection was taken for the benefit of the Institution of 

education of Negro preachers of the Baptist denomination in Columbia, 

S.C." 

Dr. Hiden's pastorate was short, and on September 28, 1889, he 

tendered his "resignation to take effect from the last Sunday in October 

1889." This was the 27th of the month/ 

*************** 
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The Importance of Holding a Church Office 

To hold an important office in the church was an honor as well as 

serious business. The records are full of oaths taken by members either 

individually or as a group, such as the following, of those serving as 

Trustees: 

“Personally appeared at this and sundry other times, A.T. Wood, R.G. 

Huling, Levi Hawes, J.F. Hatch, J.B. Eldridge, T.R. Hillman, and G.M. 

Conant and made solemn oath that they would perform faithfully all 

duties devolving upon them as Trustees of the First Baptist Society for 

the ensuing year. 

The date was March 28, 1892. 

Signed: Geo. B. Richmond, 

Justice of the Peace." 

There is also a record of Geo. B. Richmond, who administered the 

above oath, being sworn in. He was a very active church member, and 

was also mayor in New Bedford in 1870, 1871, 1872, 1874 and 1878. 

The Trustees sometimes also acted as Assessors of the Pews. 

Henry Martyn Robert was elected one of these on March 14, 1864. 

The office of deacon was a highly regarded office as this record of 

May 23, 1864 indicates. Two names were presented for the office "with 

perfect and hearty unanimity," followed by this statement "With the 

sympathy and support of a prayerful Church, your committee believe 

that these brethren will perform with dignity and honor the duties of 

the sacred office to which we call them." 

-k'k’k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

Expanding Interests — The Missions 
As the 1890's dawned, it seemed that the outreach of the church 

was about to reach its highest potential. Mission interests were ever 

expanding. On May 25, 1890, Rev. Joseph A. Swaim began his long 

pastorate of almost fourteen years. He nurtured the several budding 

missions like tender plants, watched their rapid growth, and found joy 

as they flourished. The following records are revealing: 

1892 — The Oak Street Chapel 

This was started in a cottage adapted for the purpose of a church, 

and was located in the south end of the city near the Dartmouth line. 

On December 18, a Sunday School was opened with 55 pupils, tem¬ 

porarily classified into nine divisions, one adult class, three classes of 

boys, two of girls, and three primary. 

Sunday evening services, beginning January 1, 1893, were con¬ 

ducted by young men from the First Baptist. Later, the services of Mr. 

Frederick Lent, a student at Newton Theological School, were secured 

and he did effective work with the young people of the church 
cooperating. 
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After several years of good work and for sufficiently good reasons, 
the Chapel was discontinued on September 25, 1896. On June 9, 1897 

"the committee was authorized by the church to close the mission," 

and by July 10, 1897 all furniture had been removed and the keys given 
up. In September 1898, through the will of Thomas Bliss, the property 
came into the possession of the First Baptist Society. 

1893 — Work begun with the Scandinavians 

In the "nineties" many immigrants were coming into the country 

from Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland. It was in 1893 when 

Brother Charles Norlander, a Swedish member of First Baptist, began 

to organize religious activities among these people from the old world. 

On November 1st, the church voted "to tender the use of the vestry or 

parlors to the Swedes in which to hold their meetings on Tuesday 

evenings." In 1895 they were permitted to hold additional services on 

Sunday afternoons and evenings. 

On September 29, 1896, this group purchased their own building 

on Middle Street while they were only a mission. The dedication oc¬ 

curred on October 4, 1896. Made up mostly of young people, a very 

vigorous program was carried on. 

ELIM BAPTIST CHURCH, the name they chose, was recognized 

as a church of its own, on May 12, 1900, with 31 members having ob¬ 

tained dismission letters from its mother church, the First Baptist. 

1895 — a Portuguese Mission 

In June 1893, missionary evangelical Baptist work was initiated 
among the Portuguese by Pastor Frank C.B. Silva, a native of S. 

Miguel, Azores. On October 23, 1895, the North Baptist Church de¬ 
clared their intention of starting a mission among the Portuguese. Dr. 

Henry C. Graves, then pastor of that church, baptized 25 Portuguese 
members, but because of his resignation soon thereafter, they trans¬ 

ferred to and came under the guidance of the First Baptist Church on 
November 1. Services were held in various halls in different sections of 

the city until June 13, 1897, when a Chapel of their own, on the cornei 

of Crapo and Thompson Streets, was dedicated. 

The Church grew under the able leadership of Rev. Silva whose 

ministry covered 33 years. In May 1934, a group of believers, still 
considered members of the First Baptist, asked to become an indepen¬ 

dent church. Their wish granted, all names, except six who wished to 

stay with the parent church, were turned over to the Mission with all 

power and rights, taking the name of the FIRST PORTUGUESE BAI 
TIST CHURCH OF NEW BEDFORD — the outgrowth of the First Por¬ 

tuguese Mission in the United States. The dedication took place on June 

25, 1934, with Dr. Henry B. Williams taking part in the service. 
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1895 — The French Mission 

In September, a Mission for the French-speaking people was 

opened, with meetings held Sunday afternoons in the Acushnet Av¬ 

enue Mission Chapel, with the Rev. Daniel LeClaire of Fall River in 

charge. By the effort of the First Baptist, funds were secured to carry on 

the work for three months to give it a start. It so prospered that Rev. 

LeClaire's work was supplemented by an assistant. Rev. LaFleur, who 

eventually became the regular pastor. The work brought about a pro¬ 

gram of a Sunday morning service, a Sunday School and mid-week 

prayer meeting. Under the care of several pastors, it continued for 

many years, but with dwindling membership and financial inability for 

support, it was considered best to close this mission in April 1937. 

Note: 

While the above Mission Churches existed, and until they became 

independent and were recognized as such, those people who chose to 

join were baptized by and admitted to membership in the First Baptist 

Church of New Bedford. 

For more complete information on the above Missions, See "Baptist 

Churches of Greater New Bedford" issued for World Parish Day Obser¬ 

vance, Sunday, November 7, 1943, at First Baptist Church. 

Rev. Swaim's mission efforts had far-reaching effects toward help¬ 

ing to build the Kingdom of God in the city. 

Other accomplishments during the pastorate are noteworthy. Sev¬ 

eral important organizations were formed, the B.Y.P.U. (Baptist Young 

People's Union) in 1890 — a Woman's Association in 1891 — the Home 

Department of the Sunday School in 1895 — and the Girdwood Class 

in 1901. 

On January 20, 1892, an important decision was made regarding a 

church calendar: 

"The committee appointed to consider the matter of a church paper pre¬ 

sented the following recommendations. 1st That the Church issue a 

paper monthly to be entitled Our Church calendar. To be filled with our 

own matter, under our own supervision at an estimated cost of $60.00 

for the year . . . 

2d We recommend that this enterprise be undertaken only in case the 

money to be expended upon it be pledged in advance." 

June 15, 1892 "Voted to continue the Church Calendar for one year be¬ 

ginning with the August number. That No. to contain a list of the mem¬ 

bers of the church with their residences. That subscription slips be pre¬ 

pared and placed in the pews in the audience room next Sunday to pro¬ 

cure money to meet the expences of publishing the paper." 

In 1893 a "History and manual of the First Baptist Church" was 
printed, and on May 10th: 
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"Voted unanimously to order the printing and binding in flexible cloth 

covers of five hundred (500) copies of the history, covenant and general 

regulations of the church as presented by the committee." Also "Voted 

that copies ... be placed in each of the following libraries: the Public Li¬ 

brary of the city, the Libraries of Newton Theological Institute, of Brown 

University, of the Bacchus Historical Society, Colgate University." 

This "History and manual" has been an important document of re¬ 
ference, regarding the early history of the First Baptist Church and 

seems to have been a part of the 80th anniversary celebration which oc¬ 
curred on June 22nd. On this occasion a period was set aside for "ex¬ 

pression of thanksgiving to God for past mercies." 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

Evangelist Dwight L. Moody Visits the City 

A significant event occurred in 1895. On page 10 of "The Evening 

Standard" of September 10, an article tells of the four weeks revival 

services begun by Dwight L. Moody, a famous evangelist of that 

period. His memory is still kept alive by the well-known Moody Bible 

Institute in Chicago, and in Massachusetts, by the Northfield School 

for Girls and at Mt. Hermon where the Moody School for Boys is lo¬ 
cated. On the opening night. Dr. Moody preached a sermon from the 

first chapter of Joshua. Rev. Swaim was one of the two ministers to 

offer prayer on that opening night. 

The services were held at the Adelphi Rink, (owned by two Bancroft 

brothers) and was located on the southeast corner of Mill and County 

Streets. It had been dedicated on January 6, 1885, used early as a skat¬ 
ing rink, and by a variety of assemblies, for sport events, political ral¬ 

lies, cultural attractions and religious groups on occasion. Eventually in 

1901, it was demolished. Citizens, complaining of the noise in the area, 

raised $500. and bought the building which was then torn down. 

Dr. Moody stayed at the Hatch home at 899 Pleasant Street while 

in the city and one of the memories of John F. Hatch, then a young boy 

of about six years, was that evening prayer services were held in the 

living room of the home, and that he had been required by his parents 

to give up his bed for the guest minister. 

Three joyful anniversaries were held during Rev. Swaim s pasto¬ 

rate. The 80th anniversary of the Church was held in 1893 — the 70th 
of the Meeting-House observed in 1899 — and the 90th anniversary of 

the Church in 1903. Rev. Swaim's long pastorate was fruitful and lap¬ 

ped over for four years into the new century, ending on February 29, 

1904. 

The century neared its end with a very active church. For the year 

1899, The Woman's Association for Christian Work had, plus its officers, 11 
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committees — Prayer meeting — Aid — Table & food — Linen and 

ware — Decorating — Entertainment — Visiting — Membership — 

Committee on greeting strangers — Soliciting — Flower. 

The Baptist Young People's Union had 8 committees — Membership 

— Devotional — Instruction — Social — Tract and Publication — Mis¬ 

sion — Temperance — Visitation of the sick. 

Revivals of special note were held in 1820, 1823, 1827, 1829, 1841, 

1858, 1879, 1889 and 1895, with many members added as a result. 

Nineteenth Century Alterations 
and Repairs to the Meeting-House 

Important repairs and odd facts about the 1829 Meeting-House are 

recorded from research into many sources — deeds, church records, 

insurance policies, etc., — as follows, in chronological order, to the end 

of the nineteenth century: 

1833 

The Meeting-House was enlarged by 12 feet (new dimensions, 52 x 

87 feet). This same year an organ was installed at a cost of about 

$1200., and to accommodate this, an alteration had to be made in the 

gallery. On August 14, a committee was appointed "to negotiate a loan 

to defray the expence." 

1836 

On October 29, 1836, the valuation placed on the Church for in¬ 

surance purposes was $11,000. It was Policy #2286 with the Bristol 

County Mutual Fire Insurance Co., recorded in their Book No. 4. This 

lists the size of the building as 55 feet in front by 86 feet in the rear, 

slightly different from earlier records. 

1839 

The entire basement was finished anew. A commodious chapel of 

nearly 50 feet square, an infant class room, 20 by 22 feet, and a commit¬ 

tee room 20 by 28 feet resulted. The bill for these changes and repairs 

amounted to $2300. 

1841 

At a meeting of August 27, 1841, the matter of reversing the ar¬ 

rangement of the Meeting-House was under discussion: 

"The subscribers, owners of Pews in the First Baptist Meeting-House, 

William Street, N. Bedford, do hereby agree that the pews in said house 

shall be turned facing north, putting the pulpit in that end of the house 

provided we can retain a pew or pews holding the same position from 

the pulpit when changed as we now occupy and that no expense thereof 

be assessed upon us or on our pews without our individual consent; the 

alterations to be made under the direction of the Trustees of the Soci¬ 

ety." 
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The above agreement "was signed by all the holders of Pews pre¬ 

vious to Aug. 30th, 1841." When the work was completed, the pulpit 

was "in the north end of the house with the pews facing it, and the 
Singing gallery over the entry." 

1846 

On May 6, 1846, a committee was appointed to look into the mat¬ 
ter of: 

"raising the meeting-house so as to bring the basement above ground 

and thus obviate the difficulty (at present existing) of Damp & Rot." 

They were to ascertain the probable cost, and on May 13 reported 

as near as they could calculate, it would amount to $1725. to complete. 

On July 28, it was 

"Voted that the Trustees be authorized to contract for the raising of the 

Meeting-House to a suitable and convenient height so that the damp & 

rot in the chapel may be remedied, to procure blinds for the inside of the 

Meeting-house, Cleanse and Stain the walls of the house and put it in 

good Repair." 

Then they "Voted to raise the means to meet the expense of the forego¬ 

ing vote by a volunteer tax on the members of the Society to be propor¬ 

tioned to their taxes in this town the current year." 

1853 

At a meeting of April 12, 1853, a recommendation was made that 

gas fixtures be placed in the Vestry, Committee Room and entry "at an 

expense not exceeding One hundred and ten dollars." This report was 
accepted, and on April 18th was acted upon, with authorization that it 

be done. 

1856-1857 

At a meeting on April 8, 1856, the following was acted upon: 

"Voted to adopt the recommendations of the Trustees in regards to Re¬ 

pairs of the house. Debts of the Society, etc., as follows, viz. 

To erect an Iron Fence to Front Yard & fit the Yard 

To Build West line Fence to the Yard 

To Lower the Cap of the Gallery and fit up the Singing Gallery at an ex¬ 

pense not exceeding one hundred and twenty five Dollars 

To cut, finish and paint a new entrance to the Meeting-house & paint 

the same 
To paint the woodwork inside two coats (except blinds) 

To Paint the plastered Wall and Ceiling." 

"Voted That the Trustees be authorized to make the above repairs when 

they shall get the Sum of Twenty five hundred dollars pledged so as to 

be available to meet the expence thereof and to pay the present debt of 

the Society." 

"Voted that James Munro, Sylvanus Thomas, William G.E. Pope and 

George Homer be a Committee to calculate the Subscriptions and obtain 

the Amount if practicable." 
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At a Trustees meeting on September 15, it was: "Voted that Augustus A. 

Green be a committee to see Mr. Eaton (Architect) and consult on Some 

plan to adopt in relation to Front entrance." 

That the work was not yet finished by the end of 1856 is clearly shown 

in a record of March 16, 1857: 

"Voted that the Committee ... to whom was referred the 10th Article in 

the warrant be a committee to carry out to Completion (under the direc¬ 

tion of the Trustees) such other repairs and improvements as they may 

deem necessary for the proper fitting up of the Meeting-house and 

premises." 

There were other meetings about these matters — on June 30th, 

regarding the galleries — on July 7th about this and also regarding pew 

alterations. At the latter meeting, it was voted that the gallery be low¬ 

ered and finished, and: 

"Voted That the Committee on repairs be authorized to take off the doors 

of the Pews, lower the Seats & otherwise fit them as they shall deem 

proper." 

Also "Voted the Trustees be authorized when the contemplated repairs 

on the house are completed, to make a loan for such amount as the So¬ 

ciety may be in debt therefor and give Security on the property if neces¬ 

sary, to an amount not exceeding Three Thousand Dollars." 

During 1857, a new and larger organ had been installed, its cost 

$2000, which was provided by private subscription. 

By a vote of March 2, 1858, the Treasurer was authorized to hire 

said sum to pay for the bills of the Society. 

1872 
At a meeting of July 23, 1872, held to consider the expediency of 

altering and rearranging the vestry, it was voted to call an informal 

meeting of the Society to get their views. (This was a common practice 

for the Trustees to consult with the members as to plans and how 

funds could be raised for contemplated work. It would seem that this 

helped to maintain interest. Funds were often promptly raised for 

many projects after consulting with the members, who themselves be¬ 

came involved in seeing a project completed). 

So, following the above mentioned July meeting, the Trustees, on 

August 5th, were given permission to remove seats in the vestry and 

replace by others, and “make such’alterations as in their judgment they 

see fit," if funds are available. 

Then on August 19th, they met and voted to consider the items 

separately, voting for the following: 

"Thoroughly cleanse rooms 

To build a water closet in the S. W. corner of building 

To Paint and Paper Infant Class and Committee Rooms 

To repair the chimnies and furnace 

That if consent of Society can be obtained and sufficient money raised, 

new seats to be put in and the floor of large vestry to be carpeted." 
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In connection with this repair work, some interesting bills, indicat¬ 
ing costs in that year, were found in the records: 

On Aug. 22, 1872, a bill from Gideon T. Sawyer shows $8.00 charged for 

2 days labor. On Sept. 9, Wm. Ferguson charged 30( an hour for 

175 hrs. of work — Total, $52.50 

On Aug. 21, some lumber purchased from the Greene & Wood Co. 

shows prices then in effect: 

69'of hemlock $1.38 

176 spruce joist 6.35 

36' black walnut boards 5.04 

On Sept. 10, the George M. Eddy & Co.'s bill was for 107 yds. carpeting 

and almost 20 yds. of matting, including laying of same — a total 

of$230.19 

On Sept. 3, one-half dozen globes were bought for $8.75 from the Mt. 

Washington Glass Works. 

The above items are but a few of those billed to the Society for the 
repairs of 1872. 

1879 

Sunday, Nov. 23, 1879: 

“The upper part of our house of worship haveing been closed about four 

months for repairs, was today reopened with the usual afternoon serv¬ 

ice, and Rededicatory service in the evening" with organ music, singing 

by the choir, scripture reading, prayer and sermon. 

It would seem that the work proved to cost more than estimated, 
for on December 8, it was: 

“Voted to approve the action of the Board of Trustees in expending a 

sum of not more than ($4000.) Four thousand dollars in repairing the 

Meeting-House," $1500. being taken out as a loan from the First Na¬ 

tional Bank of New Bedford. On the same date, the Trustees reported 

that they had made repairs at an expenditure of $3436.14 “vouchers for 

all expenditures are now in the hands of a committee appointed to effect 

a loan and make all disbursements." 

It was in 1879, according to a report made at the time of the 70th an¬ 

niversary of the building (in 1899), that new pews were put in the Audience 

Room (now called the Sanctuary). It stated also that “Changes were 

made in the lower part of the house in the removal of the old hallway 

extending through the middle of the building and utilizing the space for 

the main vestry which was then brought into direct communication with 

the parlors." 

Mr. Allen F. Wood, of the Music Committee, brought up the question of 

“placing a water motor in the building for the purpose of blowing the organ,” 

the cost not being over $250 if two other Societies in the city accepted 

the offer to do likewise. Then it was voted to appropriate this sum. 

Just at the close of the year, December 29, a vote was taken that "the 

Board of Trustees prepare and report ... a plan of the body of the 

Church with the location of each pew thereon — and also designate 

upon the plan the owner of each pew other than those owned by the 

Society, that the Society may establish and place upon record to whom 

each pew belongs." 
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1880 
As of February 9th, 1880 such a PLAN OF THE HOUSE had been 

completed, beautifully printed, and may be found on page 256 of the 
Society Records of 1854-1894. 
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1884 
On December 15, the business of the meeting was to consider "A 

proposition to put a baptistry in the church." This was done and 

placed in the pulpit platform, which according to an item in the 70th 

anniversary record "necessitated changes in that part of the vestry be¬ 

neath the pulpit, a partition now extending across the head of the 
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room, enclosing two anterooms one of which has since been used as a 
Sunday School library." 

1885 
On January 1, 1885 the above mentioned baptistry was used for 

the first time. 

1889 

On August 7th, it was "Voted that the committee on house be au¬ 
thorized to make arrangements with the Edison Light Co. to light the 
vestry "by electricity" and then later voted to include "near the organ." 

1890-1891 
A change was made in the style of painting the exterior of the 

building. From its very earliest construction, it had been of the old 

conventional white like almost all New England meeting-houses, but at 

this time, it was painted with colonial yellow or straw color and re¬ 
lieved by white. 

On June 23, 1890, the Trustees had been authorized to paint the 
exterior, the time to be at their discretion. On August 25, they had 

"a long debate on the subject of painting the Church . . . adjourned 

without reacing any conclusion." 

The probable reason is that the discussion was regarding the color 

of the paint to be used, for at the next meeting, September 15, it was 

"Voted that the committee on House consult with the Pastor (Rev. Swaim) 

about his choice of color." 

Bids were considered at the October 22nd meeting, and the con¬ 

tract was given to Arnold B. Wady, the lowest of five bidders, his fig¬ 

ure being $397. with the highest bid $525. In the records of April 27, 

1891, $397. is shown as the painting expenditure for the year ending 
February 28, 1891. In 1901 when the church was next repainted with 

materials "to be of the best lead and oil, the color substantially the 

same as old work" — the entire building to be scraped, fences 
examined with loose and peeled paint scraped and cleaned off, the F.T. 
Akin & Co., as the lowest bidder, charged $289. for the job. The high¬ 

est bid was then $469. 

So for a time the church had this yellowish tint, but eventually re¬ 

turned to its pristine color, and — as remembered by many older 

members who were interviewed. 

1896 

On Dec. 6, 1896, a Champion Warm Air Furnace was used for the 

first time, installed for a cost of $170. This was a No. 80 Champion 

portable, 29" pot furnace. 

*************** 
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The above records show, by the many changes, alterations and re¬ 

pairs, that the members took great pride in keeping-up their 

Meeting-House. They sought ways to improve it, and they worked 

hard to raise the money to pay for these costs. From 1829 to the end of 

the century, the records show evidence of this being done with sac¬ 

rifice and devotion. 

*************** 

A Few Chuckles and Miscellany 

Quoted from the Nineteenth Century Church and Society Records 
— Arranged chronologically — 

Nov. 14, 1848 "Voted That the President and Clerk be a committee to 

obtain Coal and see that the Stoves are put in order for 

warming the house by next Sabbath." 

June 11, 1851 "According to Adjournment from the 28th of May, this 

evening was the time for a legal meeting of the first 

Baptist Society. No one being present except myself, I 

adjourned said Meeting to be holden at this place three 

weeks from to-night. 

Sylvanus Thomas, Clerk" 

July 2, 1851 "According to Adjournment from the 11th, this evening 

was the time for a legal Meeting of the First Baptist Soci¬ 

ety. No one but myself being present. I adjourned said 

meeting. 

Sine Die 

Sylvanus Thomas, Clerk" 

March 14, 1864 "Moved and seconded that whereas in the opinion of 

certain Members of the Society the two Willow Trees 

now standing in the Meeting-house yard should be 

removed. "The matter was referred to board of Trus¬ 
tees with power to act as their judgment shall dictate." 

************ 

Jan. 3, 1868 "Voted to observe the first Monday in January as a day of 

fasting and Prayer." 

************ 

May 23, 1870 "Voted that the Sale of Pews take place on the first Mon¬ 

day before the first Sabbath in June at V2 past 7 o'clock 
P.M." 

************ 
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May 7, 1872 “Committee on property were directed to repair Plank 
walk leading to Vestry at their discretion." 

************ 

April 21, 1873 “At the annual meeting “Voted that the thanks of the 

Society be tendered to Geo. C. Hatch for his long serv¬ 

ices as clerk of the Society." (He had served as clerk 
since March 10, 1863). 

Mr. Hatch must have assumed the office of Superin¬ 

tendent of the Sunday School by 1865, for in January 

1900, a chair was presented to George C. Hatch on his 

retirement from 35 years of service as Superintendent. 

April 24, 1889 “A communication from the First Baptist Society signed 

by Geo. M. Conant, Clerk, was presented, rec¬ 

ommending the Church to appoint a prayer meeting on 
Tuesday next at 9 A.M. in accordance with the rec¬ 
ommendation of the President of the United States and 

that the Proclamation be read from the Pulpit on the 

preceding Sabbath." (Benjamin Harrison was then our 

nation's President). 

Aug. 7, 1889 "Voted that the chairman be authorized to hire Mrs. 
Russell to lead the Singing during the month of August 

for the Sunday morning service." 

Oct. 23, 1889 "Voted that the chairman be authorized to purchase of 

Rev. J.C. Hiden his cook stove and fly screens, the 

amount being forty dollars." 

Oct. 16, 1890 The YMCA building was built at a cost of $67,000. and 
was dedicated on Oct. 16. (One wonders what reaction 
the church members had when their edifice became so 

closed in and hidden from view). 

************ 

July 24, 1891 "Voted that the Committee on House be empowered to 
act with the YMCA in building a fence on the East line 

of our property." 

************ 

Sept. 9, 1892 "Voted that the question of having a sign painted to be 
put on the church be left with the committee on house 

with the approval of Mr. Swaim." 

************ 
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Feb. 13, 1893 "Voted that the services of the choir be dispensed with 

after February 28, 1893 with a view to the introduction 

of purely congregational Singing." 

kkk-kkkk-kkkk-k 

June 12, 1893 Among the records was an estimate to repair organ, in¬ 

dicating "A helper to be provided to help a man sent 

from Boston who would receive $6.00 a day." On Sept. 

1, 1893 — "Voted that the matter of repairing organ be 

laid on the table." 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

June 1893 

Church 

Calendar 

"PEWS" — There are good sittings to rent at reason¬ 

able prices in every part of our house of worship. 

Those who are not now provided with them are 

urged to reply at once to Mr. Hillman or to Mr. 

Wood, and secure them." 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

From various 

early records 
The salary voted for the first minister of the 1829 

Meeting-House was $800. per annum. In 1838, $1000. 
was voted for Rev. Jackson, and it remained at that 

level for many years through Rev. Girdwood's pastor¬ 

ate, in 1865. Then it was raised to $1200., and by 1867 

to $2000. It was still the same in 1893, and into the new 

century. As late as 1936 it had increased to only $2500. 

when Rev. Dale D. Dutton began his ministry. 

■kk-k-k-k-k-kkkkkk 

Sunday Regarding Levi Hawes whose name appears fre- 

Standard-Times quently in the church records of the early 1890 
Oct. 20, 1929 period: "With seats filled to capacity, a few will re¬ 

call days when the minister preached his sermon of 

a stormy winter's evening to the sexton and Levi 

Hawes and Susie. The church doors seldom opened 

for a service that did not find Levi Hawes welcoming 

strangers at the door or in his seat near the front, or 

filling the duties of one of the many offices he held. 

Mr. Hawes used to say that the only things he 

hadn't done was to ring the bell and preach the ser¬ 
mon." 
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PART III 
The Twentieth Century 

The Dawn of the Century 
Holds Bright Promise for the Church 

"For the promise is unto you and to your children, 

and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call." — Acts 2:39 

The nineteenth century passed into history showing many ac¬ 
complishments in the first eighty-six and a half years of the Church. 

Both its spiritual and physical foundations were firm. Its mission em¬ 

phasis had been strong. Its new slogan might well have been "Onward 
Christian Soldiers." 

The Board of Trustees continued their watchful eye on the physical 

plant. On August 31, 1900, this record: "repairs of the organ necessi¬ 

tated by the collapse of the bellows .. . and repaired ... for $225. In 

the same record: in the large kitchen "in place of the matting, a nice 

wood covering was placed over the old floor. On April 12, 1901, it was 

recommended "That the roof be reshingled and gutters replaced and 
all other repairs to the roof be made at an estimated cost of $500." A 

bill of July 18, 1901 shows the roof repaired as per contract — shin¬ 

gling, new boards where necessary, valleys flashed, etc., and with all 

small items included, for $763.23. The contract price of $652.75 had not 

included small items — such as 7 doz. screws for 18(f, 5 hinges for 50<f, 

among numerous other incidentals. 

Fifteen ministers had been appointed up to the end of the 

nineteenth century to pilot the church. The sixteenth, and the first in 

the new century, was: 

Rev. Clarence M. Gallup, D.D. — May 1, 1904-Feb. 12, 1911. 
Within a few months of his appointment, in October 1904, the Young 

Women's Missionary Union was formed, evidence of continuing mis¬ 

sion interests. 

In 1906, the pastor advised that the church be incorporated by a 

change from FIRST BAPTIST SOCIETY to FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 

so 
"that it might take over to itself the financial work that had previously 

been done by the Society." 

The INCORPORATION DATE was May 19, 1906, DOCUMENT 

#10848 — Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and is recorded in the 

Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Oct. 13, 1906, in Book 267, p.214-215. 

Also a record in Book 264, p.359-364. 
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An Important Decision and a Striking Change 

In the same year, free sitting and pledging were adopted! This 

brought to an end those never-ending problems arising from evalua¬ 

tion, revaluation, assessments and taxation of pews. 

The By-Laws were also revised at this time. 

Rev. Gallup's hard work and conscientious effort brought about 

advancement and spiritual uplift and, reluctantly, members accepted 

his resignation in 1911. 

************** 

Rev. Gibbs Braislin, D.D. became the new pastor. May 3, 1911- 

May 13, 1917. Soon after his work began, there appeared on the front 

cover of the calendar of July 11: 

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH HOME 

ALL SEATS FREE 

All doubts must have been, by this, completely dispelled regarding 

church seating. 

In June 1913, the 100th anniversary of the Church was celebrated 

over a period of four days, starting with three services on Sunday, the 

22nd. It was reported that the Vesper service was rendered more beau¬ 

tiful "by the singing of several anthems by the quartette and the Cen¬ 

tennial hymn by the Congregation." Monday evening was set as the 

denominational night, with the interdenominational on Tuesday, and a 
Wednesday evening banquet for members and special friends, includ¬ 

ing former pastor. Rev. Gallup. 

A fantastic menu was prepared for that banquet: 

Cold roast chicken 

Broiled chicken. Egg sauce 

Cold boiled ham 

Sweetbread cutlets Green peas 

Chicken salad 

Ice Cream 

Lobster salad 

Sultana roll 

Harlequin 

Raspberry sauce 

Frozen pudding 

Assorted cakes 

Sherbets 

Rolls Coffee 

Music during the banquet was by Miss Margaret Otheman's Or¬ 

chestra. 

One pauses to wonder what the cost of such a banquet would be 

today. 

Rev. Braislin's pastorate was fruitful with nearly 300 members 

added during his six years of work with the church. His resignation, 

because of ill health, was accepted with much regret. 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 
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Rev. Frederick W. Buis — Sept. 12, 1917-April 4, 1920, had a 

rather short ministry and not without problems, a division of member¬ 

ship occurring. A member at the time pronounced him "a fine Chris¬ 
tian man." Just before his resignation there was a victorious event in 

which he was able to share. Under the leadership of Mr. Archibald 
Rankin, the First Baptist Church raised $27,148.30 in a campaign in 

1920, as the church's share of a $100,000,000. total, wanted by the 
Northern Baptist Convention. On April 1, the goal, and more, had 

been reached, and an item in the newspaper read: "How the old 

church bell rang out that night we counted our returns and found we 
had succeeded in raising the $27,148.30 for that cause." 

•k'k'k'k-k'k'k'k'k'k-k-k'k'k 

Rev. Henry B. Williams, D.D. — Sept. 26, 1920-Nov. 11, 1935 was 

the next minister to be called and his pastorate was the second longest 

to date. In his ministry, several significant things happened. 

The Women's Missionary Society was formed, combining two sepa¬ 

rate interests — the Home and Foreign Missions. This very active group 

made its quota of supplies, under the direction of "White Cross Divi¬ 

sion" for hospitals in the fields. 

*************** 

The Hanging Bell 

An article found in the Standard-Times of April 18, 1923 tells a 

story of this: 

'The large copper electrically lighted bell, hanging before the First Bap¬ 

tist Church, and used by the Church as an advertising medium, was lit 

for the first time on Wednesday night for a meeting. Dr. Williams said it 

would be lit at every service or meeting of any kind." Also to be used on 

Saturday night. Furthermore he said "The business men and the 

theatres are not at all backward when it comes to electrical advertising 

and we do not believe the church should be backward in advertising re¬ 

ligion." 

Mrs. H.B. Williams, the pastor's wife, was an active worker, and it 

was her idea to have the children take part in the worship service, with 
a sentence prayer, a verse of scripture, or taking the collection. This 

was probably the beginning of the Junior Church which played a large 

part in the work with the young people. 

With the passing years and new needs, a vote was taken on May 

3, 1926 to purchase, if the title was clear, the house and land just west 

of and adjoining the church property, for $20,000. for the purpose of 
erecting an Educational Building thereon. (The house standing on that 

lot was known in the early days as the Cornish House, and was linked 

with the name of Dr. Aaron Cornish) On May 6, the LAND COURT 
CERTIFICATE #1266 was issued (date of decree, March 17, 1922) and 

no encumbrances. The passing of title is registered in the Land Court 

Office, Registry of Deeds, New Bedford, as Certificate #1888, signed 
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over to the Church on July 9, 1926 by Louis C. Cornish and Clara F. 

Dobbin, and registered on July 15, 1926. The plan of this registered 

land, the dimensions, 40' x 134', is shown in the Land Court Office, 

Book 6, p.116-117. 

Educational Building, dedicated in 1928, attached to church on west. Note the old 
YMCA on the east side of the church. 

In Step With Progress: Expansion 

With what must have been considered a tremendous achievement, 

the EDUCATIONAL BUILDING, attached to the church, was built at a 

cost of about $40,000. It was dedicated on January 15, 1928. It included 

Sunday School rooms, a Chapel, and the minister's study and has 

served well the purpose for which it was designed. 

This building was the first belonging to any New Bedford church 

owning its building, to be devoted entirely to the religious education of 

children in the church. 

On October 20th and 22nd, 1929, the Centennial Celebration of the 

Meeting-House was observed. Dr. J.C. Robbins, Foreign Secretary of 

the American Baptist Foreign Mission Society, gave the sermon on 

Sunday morning. In the evening, special hymns were sung, selected 

from those chosen from the service at the original dedication of the 

Meeting-House in 1829. Hymns sung were: "Great King of Glory, 
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Come” and "Great God, thy watchful care we bless.” A printed sheet, 
with three hymns sung in 1829, accompanied the celebration program. 

Taking part — Deacon Charles S. Coombs read the scripture, Deacon 

Dennis S. Mason offered prayer, and Hon. Deacon William E. Carroll 

gave reminiscences. The following article regarding Mr. Carroll in the 

Sunday Standard-Times of that very day — October 20 — is worthy of 
note: 

"William E. Carroll, 538 Kempton St., oldest member of the church in 

point of membership. Mr. Carroll is 78. He started attendance at First 

Baptist Church when his mother carried him in her arms and enrolled 

him in the infant department. He joined the church at 17, when the Rev. 

D.D. Winn held the pastorate 61 years ago. Mother and grandfather be¬ 

fore him were members there, his mother entering at 16 when the pres¬ 

ent building was but five years old ... He has been deacon. Trustee, 

Asst. Supt. of the Sunday School and church Moderator for more than 

15 years ... 

So . .. Mr. Carroll will be the dean at this anniversary observance ... 

When the electrically powered organ rolls out a prelude October 22, Mr. 

Carroll may be thinking of boyhood days when he pumped the same 

organ by hand . .. 

Perhaps he will think how different the smooth shaven younger looking 

men who fill the church offices today look from the bearded grissled 

deacons of his youth." (In this generation, this last statement would 

need to be amended, for we have come full circle and young men in the 

1970's seem to have adopted the custom of looking "grizzled" and old!) 

The Centennial exercises continued on Tuesday, with three impor¬ 

tant addresses by His Excellency, Gov. Norman S. Case of Rhode Is¬ 
land, Dr. C.M. Gallup, a former minister, and Dr. H.A. Heath, Secre¬ 

tary, Massachusetts Baptist Convention. Music was an important part 

of the program. A social hour and refreshments followed, in the Ves¬ 

try. 

Though the anniversary of the founding of the church had been 

celebrated many times, the above observance was only the second for 

the Meeting-House, the first one being in 1899, on its 70th birthday. 

When Dr. Williams was about to resign and summed up some of 

his accomplishments during his fifteen year ministry, he mentioned 

that $222,000. had been raised and 615 members added in this period. 

A RESOLUTION to make Dr. Williams PASTOR EMERITUS was 

unanimously adopted upon his resignation in 1935. 

************** 

Rev. Dale D. Dutton — March 1, 1936-Oct. 1, 1940, was the next 

minister to serve the church. He gave to-the-point sermons, strong in 

emphasis on the main theme, and many strangers were attracted to the 
church services. In 1940, there was an average attendance of 259. Dur 
ing his ministry, 120 new members were added. Unfortunately in this 

period there was waning interest in the prayer meeting evening serv- 
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ices, and these were discontinued in 1938. This was, however, a trend 

of the times, happening in other churches as well. 

In 1938, on May 1, a Junior Fellowship was formed and this group 

held meetings once a week with an average attendance of 17. In the 
same year, for five days in August, a retreat was held for the young 
people, at Sandwich, Mass. — this filled with a full program of reli¬ 

gious discussion and conferences. 

On June 26, 1938, the 125th anniversary service was held with a 

very special morning service of music and a sermon preached by Dr. 

Nathan Wood, President of Gordon College. In the evening, an an¬ 

niversary cantata, "Ruth, the Moabitess" was directed by Miss Alice M. 

Craig. 

The services were made more beautiful by floral decorations de¬ 

scribed thus: "at the head of the center aisle" were "misty white blos¬ 

soms, and red, pink and white rambler roses spilled their profusion." 

In the evening a single "spotlight shone down on the large gold cross, 

on the deep ruby curtain." 

Congratulations and good wishes were received from 58 Protestant 

churches in and surrounding New Bedford. 

kkkkkkkkkkkkkk 

Rev. J. Walter Sillen — Feb. 16, 1941-April 1, 1945, came to the 

church as one of the youngest of pastors, and with youthful en¬ 

thusiasm and spiritual insight, won his way into the hearts of the 

members. His sermons were consistently strong, and he concerned 

himself with the problems of his members, helping whenever he could. 

His ministry was during the World War II period, a difficult time 

for everyone. He involved himself in extraordinary work, becoming a 

volunteer Protestant Chaplain. On many a Sunday morning he went to 

minister to the "Boys in Service" at Fort Rodman, Shore Stations or the 

Islands, returning in time to conduct the regular service at First Baptist. 

He took an interest in the personal problems of these "Boys." 

Rev. Sillen became involved in the activities of the newly formed 

Inter-church Council of Greater New Bedford, organized in 1939. Its for¬ 

tieth anniversary was celebrated on June 7, 1979. 

An undated newspaper clipping (probably about 1944) gives a rec¬ 

ord of comittees that were set up at the First Baptist Church to help the 

veterans returning home from service. To take care of various needs. 

Rev. Sillen enlisted the help of the following members: For medical — 

Dr. Harold G. Perry; Occupational — Fred W. Steele, Executive Secre¬ 
tary of the New Bedford Textile Manufacturers Association; Educa¬ 

tional — G. Walter Williams, who was also on the Draft Board; Legal 
— Lawyer George H. Young; Personal — Rev. Genio Scaringi, Secre- 
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tary of the YMCA and who also volunteered to be Assistant Pastor to 

Rev. Sillen (and was so voted by the Church on Oct. 1, 1944); Pastoral 
— The Pastor. 

On June 30, 1943, the 130th anniversary of the Church was ob¬ 

served, with a sermon by the Rev. Benjamin P. Browne, Secretary of 

the Massachusetts Baptist Convention, and letters read from three 
former pastors, — and others. Moving pictures were taken of the 
people coming out of church on that and the following Sunday. 

At a roll-call supper on October 4, 1944, there were 300 present, 
with Rev. Sillen giving a program thereafter on "Through Europe on a 
Bicycle." 

A fine tribute was paid to Rev. Sillen in the Standard-Times of 
Feb. 28, 1945: 

"Although he has been here but four years and is one of the youngest 

ministers in the community, he is President of the Greater New Bedford 

Association of Ministers, and Special Projects chairman of the Inter- 

Church Council. His departure April 1 . . . will mean the loss of a leader 

who has won warm friends in his own church, the First Baptist, and 

among pastors and members of other churches." 

************** 

Rev. Gerald M. Kendall, PhD. — Oct. 1, 1945-Oct. 15, 1948, was a 

real student of the Bible, and gave profound sermons as he sought to 

give fine spiritual leadership. His wife did fine and commendable work 

with the Junior Church. 

Rev. Eugene Dinsmore Dolloff, S.T.D. — March 1, 1949-Oct. 6, 

1963, held the third longest ministry. He was a strong leader and had 

many and deep interests which extended into the community. He be¬ 
came well-known as a radio personality because of his programs on the 

radio — for awhile at first on Saturday evenings, over WNBH, called 

"Religious News and Views/' and later for his most popular "Pastor's 
Study," a call-in program that continued on WBSM for slightly over 8 

years, on Sunday evenings from 9:05-9:45. 

During Dr. Dolloffs ministry, the church was painted three times, 

and in the 1951-1952 Annual Report, the Finance Committee reported 

the repair of the balcony "now supported by iron pipes filled with con¬ 

crete extending from a concrete foundation below the floor of the 

Church Parlor up to the balcony." Thus the sag was corrected and the 

balcony made safe. 

In the 1953 report. Dr. Dolloff paid tribute to Walter A. Fuce, Clerk 

of the Church, saying of him that he had "executed the manifold labors 
of this important office with accuracy, dignity and devotion." Of his 

clerk-ship, Mr. Luce wrote that he had served 30 years under five pas¬ 

torates. In a report of May 1, 1953 he wrote "I am pleased to inform 
you that I have been fortunate in finding two vital Records which have 
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been out of the Church files for years, thereby making our Records 

complete from the year of our Church's formation in 1813 ... to the 

present time." In February 1955, he was given a testimonial dinner on 

the occasion of his election for a 31st yearly term as Clerk of the 

Church, a post he held from May 1925 until his death on Jan. 12, 1957 

in his 79th year. He was also considered to be somewhat of an author¬ 

ity on local church history. 

In 1957, the Laymen's Council of First Baptist, with its president 

Robert P. Daffinee, promised Dr. Dolloff that they would put advertis¬ 

ing signs at the city limits. In consequence, four signs in the shape of the 

church tower were made, painted in marine white, the spire and knobs 

in gold, with the outline red with black letters — and were installed as 

planned. 

Left: Signs like this were 
placed at the citi/ limits in 
1957-1958. Right: Bell on 
William Street in front of 
church. 

During Dr. Dolloff's pastorate, two anniversaries were held, the 

140th, on June 28, 1953, the program being broadcast over WBSM — 

his subject "Seven score years of Service." Following the service, a fan¬ 

tastic luncheon was served for 99(f, with 300 attending. Music was fur¬ 

nished by Raymond G. Besse, vibraharpist. The 150th observance was 

held June 23, 1963, the calendar stating "Sesquicentennial Anniversary 

and Married Sweetheart's Sunday." Rev. J. Walter Sillen, a former pas¬ 

tor, was the guest preacher, the topic of his sermon being: "Chosen for 

Service." 

On the occasion of the 140th anniversary Dr. Dolloff reported, that 

in that period of time, 3467 members had been welcomed to the 
church, 99 by experience, 1253 by letter, 2115 by baptism. 

In the May 2, 1962 issue of the Standard-Times, a picture was 

shown of the church bulletin board with the topic thereon: "Krushchev 

doesn't go to church, either!" — an example of many unusual topics 

for the pastor's sermons. 

While he was pastor, the complete rebuilding of the church steeple 

was undertaken, this having been damaged by past hurricanes. For 

this work $10,000. was borrowed, and the repair noted in the 1963 an¬ 
nual report. 
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Dr. Dolloff will be remembered for strong sermons, for his decisive 

actions and forceful personality. Two ministers assisted him for short 

periods as Assistant Pastors, these two being Rev. Lester W. Spencer 
and Rev. Richard L. Bailey, D.D. 

************** 

In the interval, in November 1963, before the next pastor came, the 

Chapel was redecorated and new draperies hung. In March 1964, the 
inside of the baptistery was painted an aqua color. 

************** 

Rev. Thomas J. Bichan — June 1, 1964-Dec. 31, 1968 was another 

pastor who was quite young when he undertook the office. Rare en¬ 

thusiasm and quick action characterized his work. 

With his well trained singing voice, it was a delight to listen to the 

solo which he occasionally rendered from the pulpit on a Sunday 

morning. His soul-searching sermons gave thought for his listeners to 
ponder. 

More and extensive repairs 

Considerable renovation was done between 1965 and 1967, and in 

this the pastor involved himself very actively. A resume follows: 

April 1965 The church bell hanging over the sidewalk, while not at the time 

electrically lighted, was repainted and relettered. 

May The upstairs Sunday School room was repainted. The flat roof over 

the church entrance was painted with aluminum asphalt. 

May 1966 The west exterior wall of the church was repainted, after the old 

paint was burned off. 

The sash of the east wall windows were painted, and also the wood 

trim of the Educational Building — and the fire escapes, likewise. 

1967 The Sanctuary was completely redecorated, plus a new ceiling and 

new light fixtures installed. 

The parlors downstairs were most attractively redecorated, the 

upper walls papered in a delicate scenic wallpaper design. 

While renovation in the kitchen had been done in 1964, still more 

was done in 1967, making it attractive with fresh paint and paper, 

along with new counters. 

In November, floors in the back entrance hall and in the Chapel 

were refinished. 

Rev. Bichan gave careful thought to the color scheme throughout 

the work. Harmonious blending resulted. It was not unusual to see the 
pastor up on a ladder during the work. The cost of these renovations 

amounted to $12,000. 
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In 1968, Rev. and Mrs. Bichan had the church nursery redecorated 

in memory of their infant daughter, Charlotte Jean Bichan, who died 

after only a few weeks of life, in 1967. The Bichan Nursery was dedi¬ 

cated on December 29, 1968, a vote having been taken to name it after 

the little one. 

■k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-^-k'k-k-k 

Rev. Robert E. Heskett — Nov. 3, 1969-June 30, 1975. Nearly a 
year passed after Rev. Bichan's resignation before Rev. Heskett took on 

the pastoral duties of the church. It was a period beset with fast-rising 

inflation and financial problems common to many other churches as 

well as for the First Baptist. 

During the very cold weather for two or three winters, members 

met in the Vestry for the Sunday morning worship, in order to reduce 

heating expenses. 

In 1970, the pastor's FIRST BAPTIST NEWSLETTER was begun, 

proving to be a popular and welcome innovation, and still continues to 

the present time. 

Also in 1970, a Bible Study group was conducted during Lent, and 

a CHURCH COUNCIL was started to find better ways to serve the 

church by acting as a coordinating agency. 

Money was lacking to do some much needed repairs to the build¬ 

ing, and limited expenditures were made for some new electrical work, 

in 1972. 

Mrs. Clara E. McDermott died May 7, 1973, leaving over $10,000. 

to the church, the exact amount then not known. Also in this year, the 

heating system went an extensive overhaul, and some roof repairs 

were made. 

Rev. Heskett stressed togetherness and love for one another as 

keys to spiritual growth. On Sept. 28-30, a Lay Witness Mission 

weekend was held, people coming from out-of-town churches for the 

purpose of helping in spiritual renewal. For a period thereafter, the 

pastor planned weekly meetings for Bible study. 

The DIAL-A-PRAYER service began in the spring of 1974 for the 

benefit of the whole community and continued for awhile. Thanks 

were extended to Mr. Paul Williams for his excellent assistance in in¬ 

stalling this service. 

On June 9, 1974 the Library was dedicated to the memory of Lily R. 

Lopes, whose passing into the higher life occurred on Nov. 15, 1973. 

She had been a faithful member of the church for many years, holding 

numerous offices involving mission activities. Superintendency of the 

Sunday School, Deaconess and Librarian. The library was refurbished 

with a very useful counter, and new shelves were installed. The new 
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librarian, Mrs. Elsie Marsden, gave countless hours of dedicated serv¬ 
ice with the result that the majority of the books have now been 
cataloged and are listed in a new card catalog, — the work continuing 
from the spring of 1974 to the present time. 

In late 1974, the pastor's study was renovated, the walls being 

sanded and papered, much of the work being done by the pastor with 
the help of one or two interested members. 

On October 20, 1974 at the worship service there was a memorial 

for Mr. George E. Gregson, who had been our faithful organist for 50 
years. His death occurred Oct. 10. 

Working toward a degree while he was pastor. Rev. Heskett was 
awarded the Doctor of Ministry degree in June 1975 just before his res¬ 
ignation took place. 

The events of the late winter and spring of 1975 which included 

the sudden fire in the Educational Building, were fast moving, event¬ 

ful, tragic and happy, and are noted in detail later in this history. 

During the summer months various ministers preached on Sunday 

mornings. Since that time the church has been fortunate to secure the 

services of two part-time ministers to keep this band of "Christian Be¬ 

lievers" together, awaiting the call of a full-time minister. These two 
are: 

************** 

Rev. Roland D. Hudson, D.D. — Sept. 14, 1975-Oct. 31, 1977. In 

his part-time work Rev. Hudson devoted two days a week aside from 

Sunday, and was on call if and when needed. He soon endeared him¬ 

self to the congregation and gave soul-searching sermons. He will be 
long remembered for these and for the personal interest he took in 

each member — as well as for the warmth of his personality and that of 

Mrs. Hudson's. His services ended because of health reasons. 

On August 23, 1977, a new cross was placed on the velvet curtain 

behind the pulpit, this given by the family of the late William S. 

Simpson, Jr. through donations received from his memorial fund, — as 

a memorial to him. 

The old cross which had hung in the Sanctuary for fifty years was 

made by John A. Lindquist and Charles A. Briggs, and now hangs in the 

Chapel. 

During the worship service on October 23, 1977, 16 windows in 

the Sanctuary were dedicated in memory of loved ones, with suitable 
plaques being placed thereon. Those memoralizing loved ones contrib¬ 

uted $100. for such window. This helped to defray the cost of some of 

the extensive repairs. 

************** 
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Rev. Samuel J. Riggs — Nov. 6, 1977-July 3, 1979. Rev. Riggs 

served the church on a similar part-time basis, coming the Sunday fol¬ 

lowing Dr. Hudson's last service at the church. 

His work has been effective in helping us to regain some members 

and add a few new ones (five being baptized on Maundy Thursday 

1979, and four more on June 10, 1979) while others have come by letter, 

Christian experience and by affiliation. With vigor, he has taken a very 

active part in and with deep concern for various church activities, and 

has met in Council with other Baptist ministers to help in a greater 

cooperation and togetherness with other Baptist Churches in the city. 

Mrs. Riggs has occasionally rendered the morning solo, and added to 

the worship service. 

On November 19, 1978, at the morning worship service, was held 

a Dedication of the Restoration of the bell, in memory of Lillie Lee, 

Tyler A., Bessie R., and Grace H. Whitney. It is good to hear the 

time-honored bell again ring out a call to worship. 

-k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k'k 

Some of the Organizations of First Baptist 

Many church groups have come and gone over the years. Among 

these, a few should be mentioned. 

As early as 1891, a Woman's Association was formed, and in the 

1940's the Woman's Federation was a powerful influence in the church, 

involving itself in many areas. Its sewing group met Red Cross needs. 

White Cross quotas, and sent boxes to needy missions at home and 

overseas. In 1958, its name was changed to Women's Baptist Mission So¬ 
ciety. This group finally dissolved, being replaced by the Board of Mis¬ 

sions in 1973. 

The Duo Club, at which meetings couples had fellowship together, 

was organized when Dr. Kendall was minister. It celebrated its 10th 

anniversary in 1958 at Dugdale's Towne House in South Dartmouth. 

Its last report appeared in the 1960 annual report. 

The Monday Club began early in Dr. Dolloff's pastorate, and in 1956 

held its 5th anniversary at Knowlton's Restaurant and Hall. This club 

was the outgrowth of a Young Adult's group. No record is shown of 
this club after 1965. 

The Ladies Auxiliary was another organization which lasted many 

years, and became known as the Fellowship Group in 1966. In recent 

years, it has been called the Adult Fellowship and plans the social events 
of the church, though helping in other activities also. 

There are many records of all the groups helping in the purchase 

of equipment for the physical plant, or contributing in some way to the 
spiritual growth of the church. 
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There have been many Sunday School classes with special names 

that have come and gone over the years — the more outstanding being: 

The Berean Brotherhood — The Carroll Corner Class 

The Girdwood Class — The Howes Class 

The Mason Class — Allan F. Wood Class 

1975 — Tragedy and Victory 

On October 20, 1929, an article in the New Bedford Sunday 
Standard-Times said of our church: 

"While other meeting places have passed in the march of time and prog¬ 

ress to make way for newer quarters, the stately structure has stood un¬ 

obtrusively back from the street and housed increasing congregations 
year after year." 

What a change in 1975! On January 1st, the old meeting-house was 

standing proudly and conspicuously — but showing itself very much in 
need of repair. 

The old YMCA building had been demolished only a few weeks 

before, and the church, which had, except for its front on William 

Street, been almost hidden from view for slightly more than 84 years, 

since October 16, 1890, was now standing out like a welcoming beacon, 

of which time and weather had taken its toll. 

In the years since 1829, the City of New Bedford had grown up 

around it. On the corner opposite to the south, the REGISTRY OF 
DEEDS had been built in 1905-1906, its architect Samuel C. Hunt; — 

across the street on the southeast corner, the present PUBLIC LI¬ 

BRARY, which building was built for the CITY HALL in 1838-1839, 

with Seth Ingalls & Russell Warren, architects; — (On this site, a local 
historian of years past said "a number of our elderly citizens in olden 

times picked huckleberries.") On the northeast corner, the present 

CITY HALL, built in 1856-1857, was the LIBRARY. The architect was 

Solomon K. Eaton. It was said to have cost about $40,000. and that this 
beautiful ediface of brick was the first free public library established 

under municipal sanction. These two buildings, CITY HALL and PUB¬ 
LIC LIBRARY, exchanged roles in 1910. Beyond any doubt this area is 

now an important historic section of the city. 

Furthermore, in this Bicentennial year, a new historic interest was 

taking hold of the City of New Bedford. The First Baptist Church was one 

of its very oldest churches, and one of its oldest large buildings. 

Needed repairs to the church had been a subject of much discus¬ 

sion and concern as the year 1974 neared its end. Prices were ever ris¬ 
ing and at this point in time when many other churches were ex¬ 

periencing a decline in membership and dwindling finances, the FIRST 

BAPTIST CHURCH was no exception. 
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With a feeling of gratitude toward the late Mrs. Clara E. McDer¬ 

mott whose recent legacy had been received and amounted to 

$14,268.27, a BOLD STEP WAS UNDERTAKEN. Why not PROVE 

OUR HERITAGE, submit data and hopefully be accepted by the NA¬ 

TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, and then, perhaps, be 

eligible for matching funds for renovation purpose! MRS. McDER- 

MOTT'S GIFT WOULD HELP US TO DO JUST THAT — THESE 

MATCHING FUNDS WOULD HELP US TO QUALIFY! 

In this year 1975, Mr. Ernest M. Torres was Chairman, and Mrs. 

John F. Hatch, Secretary of the church Board of Trustees. Mrs. Hatch 

was also Chairperson of the Long Range Planning Committee, and be¬ 

came the Chairperson of the HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMIT¬ 

TEE, formed for the purpose of hopefully bringing about the recogni¬ 

tion of the Meeting-House in the National Register. To work with her on 

this Committee, she appointed Mr. Torres and Mr. Paul G. Williams, 

another member of the Board of Trustees — and Miss Avis M. Pillsbury 

to serve as historian of this special project. Mrs. Hatch's interest was 

deep-rooted, for the Hatch family had been connected with the church 

for several generations. 

This Committee worked intently, poring over the old church rec¬ 

ords for many hours, finding therein many long-hidden facts and 

treasures. The search included delving into Registry of Deeds and City 

Hall records, into old newspapers and local histories that were written 

long before the close of the century. 

While deeply involved in this project, there came sudden disaster: 

FIRE! 

In the pre-dawn hours of March 7, a fire was discovered in the 

Educational Building. The Fire Department, alerted by a passerby, sent 

fire trucks racing to the scene. Investigation showed that the building 

had been broken into, and whoever the vandals were had left via the 

fire escape. An official fire report of the City of New Bedford's Bureau 

of Fire Prevention, of which Mr. Ernest M. Torres was Captain, 

showed: 

The date March 7, 1975, time reported 2:16 A.M. Listed were 9 fires set 

in the utility closet on the second floor — the room containing the choir 

robes, ministerial robe, baptismal vestments and hymnals — also 2 fires 

set in the church office across the hall in the filing cabinet, one in each of 

two drawers. The approximate percentage of damage to the building 

was reported as 20% fire damage and 70% smoke and heat damage. It 

appears that an accelerant (probably lighter fluid) was used in drawers 

of cabinet and on flooring of utility room closet, the latter fully involved 

upon arrival of firemen, with fire extending into the hallway. Fire Chief, 

William A. McAfee, requested an investigation into the cause. 

When the fire had been extinguished, the sight was shocking 

throughout the Educational Building, both up and downstairs. Because 
a fire door had evidently been left open by the vandals, severe smoke 
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Fire damage of March 7, 1975 of upper doorcase and ceiling area inside utility closet, in 
the Educational Building. 

damage left its mark in the old Meeting-House sanctuary. Sadly in this 
age in which we now live, we have had to come to the realization that 
those who commit such acts of violence are not respectors of institu¬ 
tions, religious or otherwise. 

That the OLD RECORDS, housed in the Educational Building, 

close to where the fire started, were saved is a MIRACLE, and for this 
and the preservation of the 1829 Meeting-House, we had cause, 

through our tears, to THANK GOD! 

************** 

Memories of the Past 
Bring Challenge for the Future 

Many more pages could be devoted to relating the history of OUR 

CHURCH. Looking backward, we can FEEL the loyalty and devotion 

of its founders — we NOTE their dedication to missionary interests — 
we SEE how the church thrived because of their outreach. Its INFLU¬ 

ENCE in this city has been recognized and its OUTPOURING has ex¬ 

tended to include state, national and international concerns. 
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A CHALLENGE is before us. THIS CHURCH has a great oppor¬ 

tunity — and MUST, unless it fails its founders, continue on in the 

spirit of cooperative endeavor toward Christian outreach in this new 

era of cultural changes. 

The noble work started on June 22, 1813 (166 years ago) by the 

"Society of baptized Believers, Bedford," must be faithfully carried 

onward. We would recognize the courage of those early sisters and 

brethren who struggled to keep the young church alive, and who an¬ 

ticipated the need for and, with personal sacrifice, built in 1829 the 

Meeting-House in which we worship today. We would ASK FOR 

GOD'S GUIDANCE TO HELP US CARRY ON in the same spirit of 

Christian courage, devotion and concern. 

We may TRUST that the spire of the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

will be a beacon and that the church bell will ring out a welcome to 

draw people to our midst, to work and join with us in the WORSHIP 

OF GOD. 

"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, 

and to them who are the called according to his purpose." — Romans 8:28 

Interior view of The First Baptist Church sanctuary. 
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PART IV 

Historic Recognition 

The research done on the old church was just the beginning of 

many more weeks of work. Mrs. Hatch, with determination and exper¬ 

tise, led us through the maze of city, state and federal requirements 
necessary to reach our goal — thus gaining for the church the hoped- 
for recognition in the NATIONAL REGISTER and the awarding of 

monies to help on the long needed restoration of the 1829 Meeting- 

House. 

It is almost unbelievable what the process entailed, — for it in¬ 

volved conforming to governmental red-tape which seemed almost 
endless. It meant trips to Boston to consult with the State Historical 

Commission personnel, and frequent long distance calls to them and to 

Washington, D.C. authorities. In addition to all this, Mrs. Hatch spent 

countless hours consulting with the City of New Bedford's Office of 

Historic Preservation. 

'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

The story of this, as follows, is best told 
by 

Mildred E. Hatch 

Exciting things were happening in the year 1974. The following 

year the NATION was going to celebrate the Bicentennial, and a tre¬ 
mendous revival of Historic interest was taking place. New Bedford 

had awakened to the wealth of history it possessed and had been 

doing something about it. The rebirth of the waterfront area had been 

stimulating and rewarding, and there was a keen interest in preparing 

for the 1975 CELEBRATION. 

With all the publicity being given to the Bicentennial monies which 

were going to be allotted to Historic projects, I asked Atty. Edward D. 
Hicks to explore the possibility of money being granted from these 

funds for the restoration of the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. The reply 

from his letter to Stephen H. Snell, Grants Manager of the Massachu¬ 

setts Historical Commission, stated that at the present time, since there 
was no Historic Building Inventory in New Bedford, Matching Grant 

Funds were not available. This letter to Mr. Hicks was dated April 24, 

1974. 

One year later, April 28, 1975, a letter, signed by Paul Guzzi, Secre¬ 

tary of the Commonwealth, and Elizabeth R. Amadon, State Historic 

Preservation Officer, was delivered to the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. 
This most important communication notified the members that the 
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Church had been accepted by the Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation, National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior, 

to be listed in the NATIONAL REGISTER of HISTORIC PLACES. 

So much had happened in this short span of one year. Avis M. 

Pillsbury, a very special friend of the Church, had also been quietly try¬ 

ing to find ways and means of getting funding for church restoration. 

She had been gathering historical facts pertaining to the Church and 

the area around it, and had also talked with numerous persons at the 

Bicentennial meetings she attended. 

John Bullard, who headed the Waterfront Historic Area League 

known as WHALE, had suggested that she contact Warren Oxley, in 

the Office of City Planner. Upon phoning him, he asked her to call Mr. 

Louis R. Liss, Chairman of the New Bedford Historic Commission. 

While all this was taking place, the Board of Trustees of the 

Church had voted to sign a contract for ALUMINUM SIDING to be put 

on the exterior of the building. 

After reading Mr. Snell's reply to Atty. Hicks in April, I had be¬ 

come discouraged about the possibility of receiving financial aid from 

government sources. However a telephone call from Miss Pillsbury on 
December 12th, 1974 proved to be very important. She told me what 

had transpired in her conversation with Mr. Liss — about his sugges¬ 

tion that the Church might wish to apply for recognition in the Na¬ 

tional Register, and that its eligibility for matching funds for restoration 

might follow. She added that the recent bequest from Mrs. Clara 

McDermott would help. She was filled with excitement over the pos¬ 

sibilities outlined by Mr. Liss, and his enthusiasm for historic preserva¬ 

tion, adding that Mr. Liss strongly stated that ALUMINUM SIDING 

would NOT be acceptable if the Church should apply. Avis suggested 

to me that the Trustees be urged to postpone signing the contract until 

I had met with Mr. Liss. 

He very kindly came to my home that same evening to tell me that 

he had been given a brief resume of Church history by Miss Pillsbury, 

and he was so impressed with her facts that he wanted us to submit a 

written report to the New Bedford Commission at their meeting to be 
held on the 31st of the month. 

After talking with Ernest Torres and Paul Williams, it was agreed 

that on the following Sunday, December 15th, the Church members 

should be told about the possibility of receiving National recognition 
and hopefully, funding. 

The members VOTED that the signing of the contract be delayed 

until I chose the committee already mentioned to work with me to pur¬ 

sue this matter. 

To help with the preparation of the report for the local Historic 

Commission, Mr. Liss referred me to F. Tenney Lantz, Director of the 
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newly established Office of Historic Preservation in City Hall. This of¬ 
fice had been created under the direction of Mayor John A. Markey, 

who was deeply concerned with the preservation of historic landmarks 
in New Bedford. 

Mrs. Lantz's generous support of the Church project, and her ex¬ 

pertise in the preparation of applications, bid documents and comple¬ 

tion reports for each phase of the program, was invaluable. 

As I look back at the seemingly "mountains" of paper-work neces¬ 
sary for the completion of the PROJECT, it was possible because Mrs. 

Lantz's secretary, Alda Murphy, was always so cheerfully and willingly 

helpful. 

The next step was to establish certain historical facts. On January 

3, 1975 — an extremely cold winter evening — seven of us, — Rev. 

Robert E. Heskett, Dexter Clough, Paul Williams, Horace Wood, Lois 
Simpson, Miss Pillsbury and myself, met at the Church. We diligently 
searched the records, especially of the mid eighteenth century for proof 

that Captain Henry Martyn Robert had been connected with the Church. 

We found that he had indeed been a very active member, and found a 

lengthy handwritten letter from the Captain to the Board of Directors of 
the Sabbath School. Continuing our search until almost the midnight 
hour, we found how great was his involvement in the affairs at First 

Baptist Church. 

The search for this proof of Capt. Robert's membership was 

brought about because Rev. Sidney Adams, who headed the Inter¬ 
church Council, had sent me a lengthy article concerning the Captain, 

which had appeared in the August 19, 1961 publication of the Saturday 

Evening Post. 

Also, this same day, Kenneth R. Vining, of Vining Press, with 

keen interest in all things historical about New Bedford, was most 

gracious to reproduce for Miss Pillsbury several copies, large and small, 
of the SEAL of the CITY of NEW BEDFORD, in which the central tower 

is that of our Church steeple. 

On January 10, a trip to the Registry of Deeds in Taunton resulted 

in locating an 1816 deed of land sold by John Coggeshall to the Church. 

On January 13th and the 24th, Helen Wood, the Church Clerk, 

and Avis spent hours checking for more facts in the old Church rec¬ 

ords. Mrs. Wood was called upon quite frequently for this kind of help 
while Avis was preparing the brief, but very important history needed 

in the initial report to be submitted to the New Bedford Historic Com¬ 

mission. 

Two days later we received the bitterly disappointing news from 

John Bullard that churches would not be eligible to receive Bicentennial 

funding. Although it was most discouraging, it did make us more de¬ 

termined than ever to press on for National recognition. 
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On the 17th, Warren Oxley, of the City Planners Office, met at the 

Church with Mr. Torres, Miss Pillsbury and myself to better acquaint 

himself with the building. 

Uriel Maranhas, from the Office of Historic Preservation, met with 

Avis and myself on the 22nd to review the application being prepared 

for presentation to the New Bedford Historical Commission. 

Two days later, Joe Cruz, of Commercial Photographers, met us at 

the Church to take photographs that would be required with all the 

applications. 

One week later I attended the meeting of the New Bedford Com¬ 

mission in City Hall to make a personal plea on behalf of the Church. 

The members unanimously VOTED their approval for the application 

to be forwarded to the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

January was a month of intense activity to obtain and co-ordinate 

needed information. 

Fearful that the application, which had been approved locally, 

would become lost in the scores of other forms being reviewed by the 

State Commission, the time seemed to be right to seek help from a local 

politician. Richard A. Perry made an appointment for Miss Pillsbury 

and myself to meet with Representative William MacLean on February 

14th. "Biff" MacLean was most gracious in listening to our appeal for 

help. Not only did he listen; he did something about it immediately. His 

telephone call to Stephen Wood in Boston proved to be most reward¬ 

ing. Mr. Wood directed us to the proper sources for assistance. He also 

informed us that we should apply immediately for Grant-in-Aid fund¬ 

ing, since the applications had to be received in his office by April 1st. 

And — he referred us to the very helpful Ms. Pat Weslowski in the 

State office, who requested more material regarding our central position 

in the city. The pressure was on us to meet this deadline; but with the 

superb help of Mrs. Lantz, Mr. Souza, and their staff we were able to 

accomplish this task. 

By early February, word had been spread of our undertaking and 

Marian Mitchell, reporter for the New Bedford Standard-Times asked 

for material to use, and wrote a most interesting account of our history 

which appeared in the paper's PANORAMA of March 16, 1975. 

A letter dated March 9, 1976 from PAUL GUZZI informed us that 

the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH DEVELOPMENT PROJECT had been 

awarded the sum of $12,100 Grant-in-Aid monies. This was the total al¬ 

location awarded to the New Bedford area, and which the Local Com¬ 
mission had Voted to be given to the Church Project. 

One very important and costly stipulation required by the National 

Park Service was — "The recipient must seek-out professional assis¬ 

tance to prepare detailed plans and specifications, and no work could 
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begin until the recipient and the Commission have signed a PROJECT 

AGREEMENT issued to the Recipient with written approval of Plans 
and Specifications." 

The National Park Service deadline for receiving this information 
was September 1, 1976 by 5 P.M. The church members VOTED April 

12, 1976 to engage the services of the architectural firm of Tallman, 

Drake & Guay at a fee of $4,246. While this appeared to many to be an 
extremely costly expenditure, there is no doubt that future generations, 

working on restoration programs for the Church, will find the plans 

and drawings and bid documents to be most helpful. 

Because of the many questions concerning this expenditure, Uriel 

Maranhas spoke briefly at a Sunday morning service, September 19, 

1976, to explain about the benefit to be derived from National recogni¬ 
tion. 

Christopher R. Gillespie, the architect assigned to the Project, lit¬ 

erally had to "start-from-scratch" because a diligent search of the 

Church records for measurements or drawings of the building proved 
fruitless. 

The architects set the RESTORATION DATE for the YEAR 1929, 

this particular year being chosen for financial reasons, since no major 

structural changes would have to be made to the building. Such items 
as replacement of the balustrades and a new dome-shaped cupola could be 

completed at a later date; hopefully, a Phase III Project with future 

Grant-in-Aid. 

July 26, 1976 — An AGREEMENT BETWEEN COMMONWEALTH 

of MASSACHUSETTS by and through MASSACHUSETTS HISTORI¬ 

CAL COMMISSION and FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of NEW BED¬ 

FORD was signed by Paul Guzzi and Horace Wood, Treasurer. This 

comprised of fifteen agreements concerning the carrying-out of the 

project work in accordance with National Park Service policies and 

regulations as set forth in "Historic Preservation Grants-in-Aid Policies 

and Procedures." 

The first week in August seven (7) Bid-documents were taken to local 

contractors chosen by the Church Historic Committee. The BIDS were 

opened in the Church office on Saturday, August 27, 1977, at 10 A.M. 

The contract was awarded to the lowest bidder — DeLoid Associates, 

Inc. of New Bedford. 

The original projection by the ARCHITECT for the cost of the 

PROJECT was $24,865. The lowest of the FOUR BIDS received was 

$33,900. 

The PROJECT'S overall value was that of RESTORING and PRE¬ 

SERVING. It provided the Church with a substantial basis for possible 

future restoration. 
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Maurice F. Downey, P.C. prepared a CERTIFICATE of VOTE for 

the Church to act on. It read as follows: 

The PRESERVATION RESTRICTION AGREEMENT (also prepared 

by Atty. Maurice F. Downey) was signed by Horace Wood, Treasurer, on 

October 17, 1976, and notarized by Richard A. Perry. It was approved 

by Elizabeth R. Amadou, Executive Director of Massachusetts Flistorical 

Commission and notarized by Patricia L. Weslowski. 

The preservation restrictions are set forth in the AGREEMENT so as 

to ensure the preservation of the architectural and historical integrity of 

the FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. Architectural and historical integrity 

shall be defined as those significant characteristics which originally 
qualified the building for entry on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

The PRESERVATION RESTRICTIONS are binding for a period of 
THIRTY (30) years from the date of execution. 

A copy of this AGREEMENT was filed with the REGISTRY of 

DEEDS, Bristol County, Southern District on February 14, 1977 at 12:21 

P.M. in Book 1734 — Page 26, and Attested to by John Gomes, Regis¬ 
ter. 
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What should have been a very simple problem for the Committee 

to handle almost turned into a disaster. As stated previously, the RES¬ 

TORATION DATE having been established by the ARCHITECTS as the 

YEAR 1929, they decided that the Church should be painted TAN with 

WHITE trim. A paint chip analysis which they had done showed that at 

some time a STRAW color had been used. They also presented a letter 

from a former member in which he claimed that he remembered it as 
being a BEIGE color at that particular time. However, the Committee 

could find no other member who remembered it as being that color 
around that time. 

When the colors were shown to the members, it drew mixed reac¬ 

tions. A very few accepted the TAN shade; some would accept it 

just to get the Project underway; but the majority insisted on it being 
ALL WHITE as it had been for all but a few years. 

The Historic Committee then decided that the Church members 
should vote on this matter. As a result of this meeting, a letter, dated 

March 7, 1977, was sent to Mr. Gillespie, informing him that the con¬ 

gregation did not favor the paint colors submitted with his RESTORA¬ 

TION PROPOSAL. Documentation to affirm our belief that it must be 
painted WHITE was attached to the letter. 

After numerous meetings with the architect, Mrs. Lantz and Mr. 

Souza in City Hall, and the Committee, it was agreed that a delicate 
shade of GRAY termed AUTUMN MIST with WHITE trim would be 
suitable. 

At last the proposal was ready. June 14, 1977 the PHASE I — 

COMPLETION REPORT was sent to the Massachusetts Office of His¬ 

toric Preservation for their approval; and they, in turn, forwarded the 

sixty-seven (67) page report and the blueprints of the building to the 

National Park Service. This report consisted of: COST ESTIMATES, 

SPECIFICATIONS and DRAWINGS, PHOTOGRAPHS, HISTORICAL 
BRIEF, and a BRIEF RESUME of the LOCAL PROJECT SUPERVISOR. 

At times it seemed as though getting this approval was never 

going to happen. There had been several changes in the Managing Per¬ 

sonnel in the Boston office. With each change the FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH DEVELOPMENT PROJECT appeared to be placed at the bot¬ 

tom of the pile. It was not until Candice Jenkins supervised the project in 

the Boston office that prompt action was taken to have it accepted and 

forwarded to Washington. 

The repairs to the building exterior were very well taken care of by 

the contractor, and the staging around the entire Church was left in 
place for the sub-contractor, George A. D. Saint Aubin, to fulfill the 

paint contract. When a small section of the Church had been painted 

with the AUTUMN MIST, it proved to be most disappointing. 
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Once again the problem of paint color became critical. This decision 
had to be resolved as quickly as possible. The staging was in place — 

the weather was becoming an alarming factor — and the project was 

supposed to be completed before the end of the year. 

Again telephone calls were made and new requests sent to the Na¬ 

tional Park Service asking for permission for the Church to be painted 

WHITE. The response to this urgent petition was a firm "NO", along 

with the threat to cut-off the funding if the Church was painted all one 

shade. 

Along with the calls and correspondence, there was even a plea for 

HELP from the Office of Representative Gerry Studds. Finally, after a 

trip to Washington, an agreement was reached which was suitable to 

all concerned. 

Again I would like to note that the New Bedford Office of Historic 

Preservation proved to be extremely helpful in getting this matter re¬ 

solved. 

The decision to use the two shades of WHITE was approved, and 

after reviewing what seemed like endless shades of WHITE the Church 

is painted: 

"OLD LINEN" on the main portion of the building 

"BRIDAL WHITE" on the trim 

"COPPER VERDE" on the shutters and doors 

Restoration to the exterior, 1977. 
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After Mrs. Lantz left New Bedford on October 14, 1977, to become 
Chief Planner in the State Planning Office, Mr. Souza became Co¬ 

ordinator and was equally as supportive of the Church Project. Under 

his guidance, Mrs. Shelley Wheeler Carreiro helped with the prepara¬ 

tion of the final COMPLETION REPORTS, which had to be accepted 
before the last half of the funding would be paid. This was a very 

lengthy report showing the various stages of the project. Included in 

this PHASE II COMPLETION REPORT were Photographs, Preservation 

Restriction, and Project Costs. All of this was sent through the same 
channels as the PHASE I brochure. 

When the architect claimed that he had fulfilled his contract, and 

there were still drawings and plans required by the Park Service, the 

very talented draftsman, Lino M. Pereira, completed this work under 
the direction of Mrs. Lantz and Mr. Souza. 

The Church was also helped with the project by a restoration reim¬ 
bursement grant of $2,000 from the NEW BEDFORD HOUSING/70 
CORPORATION. 

Through all of the TRIALS and TRIBULATIONS there was one 

thing I was most thankful for — I had chosen to have a small commit¬ 
tee to work with me and to meet on short notice. It was equally impor¬ 

tant to have a HISTORIAN who could give so much of her time, and 

was so ably qualified to draft the many different types of historic notes 

which had to be attached to the various forms and petitions. 

When the last stroke of paint was applied and the staging taken 

down, it was completed in time for the 1977 CHRISTMAS CELEBRA¬ 

TION. 

Some thoughts, as almost two years later I review the experience 

of having been the Project Supervisor: 

a. As with most projects receiving partial or full government funding, 

the "RED TAPE" is so time-consuming and exasperating that it was 

difficult to muster enough enthusiasm to bring it to completion. 

b. For the amount of the grant which the Church received I feel that too 

much was expected. If one were thinking in terms of $50,000 or even 

$25,000 it would not be out of line to have the burden of architect's 

fees. Nor would one object to the Restriction Agreement. At the time 

the grant of $12,000 was accepted the program was fairly new in New 

Bedford, and no one realized how comprehensive the burden would 

become. 

c. A lesson to be learned from our experience — when the Restoration 

Date is chosen, be certain that the colors of paint or structural 

changes are exactly as you wish them to be. And — when the Pro¬ 

posal has been submitted to the National Park Service, NEVER try to 

change one item. 

d. Had it not been for the patience, loyalty and understanding of the 

Church members, the Committee would indeed have found the prob¬ 

lems to be almost unbearable at times. 
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e. The redeeming feature of it all is the fact that the building has been 

partially restored, and while it is no longer a landfall for whaling 

ships, it shines brightly in the sunlight and gives an aura of warmth 

in the moonlight to let the entire city know that this Church, in the 

center of the city, stands for the true Christian spirit, and bids a 

whole-hearted welcome to all. 

The CITATION, pictured below, is proudly displayed in the 

Narthex of the Church attesting to the fact that the problems and ex¬ 

penditures were worth it all. 

Connnonntaltb of Afassacbusetts 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

199 William Street. New Bedford. Massachusetts 

April 21. 1975 for irwrluuon in the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

V l«»i* IliKork PmmulM O<kn 

liimlrt Dumwc, MuMdwum HJmricsJ Cimmlmt 
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MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF NEW BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 30, 1813-May 31, 1979 

Note: The following statistics are as reported:- 1813-1892 to the Warren and Taun¬ 
ton Associations, and as recorded in the 1893 "MANUAL"; 1893-1925, as compiled from 
a page by page search of the actual church records, with a listing of dates and names, 

excepting only the death statistics found missing between 1910-1925 and supplied from 
the Taunton Association records; 1926-1944, from yearly summaries of the long-time 
clerk, Walter A. Luce, as written into the church books; 1945-1950, found lacking and 

missing from the church files, and furnished by the Taunton Association; 1951-1979, 
from the records of various clerks as shown in the ANNUAL REPORTS. 

Some mathematical errors found in the summing up of early yearly reports have 

been corrected and an attempt has been made to adjust a few inaccuracies in order to 
make the chart as accurate as possible and complete to date. 
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1813 29 
1814 4 + 4 33 

1815 1 1 — 2 31 

1816 13 2 1 + 14 45 

1817 2 4 2 + 4 49 

1818 3 2 1 1 + 3 52 

1819 3 + 3 55 

1820 40 5 + 45 100 

1821 2 2 6 — 6 94 

1822 1 3 1 + 3 97 

1823 8 4 1 1 3 4 + 5 102 

1824 1 2 1 — 2 100 

1825 15 4 5 + 14 114 

1826 1 13 1 + 13 127 

1827 48 34 2 2 1 1 + 80 207 

1828 8 10 1 1 + 16 223 

1829 37 18 1 1 3 3 + 49 272 

1830 3 15 1 4 1 + 12 284 

1831 6 9 3 25 7 — 20 264 

1832 12 9 7 13 3 — 2 262 

1833 4 9 5 10 6 — 8 254 

1834 52 15 1 4 3 + 59 313 

1835 3 6 10 7 — 8 305 

1836 3 6 3 4 4 — 2 303 

1837 1 7 2 8 1 — 3 300 

1838 1 7 2 13 1 — 8 292 

1839 23 16 4 4 2 + 29 321 

1840 4 10 1 4 9 7 — 5 316 

1841 195 19 3 9 2 1 +205 521 

1842 30 28 1 3 26 9 21 0 521 

1843 36 13 4 10 10 2 + 23 544 

1844 1 4 1 10 5 7 7 — 23 521 

1845 1 9 2 20 14 7 — 33 488 

1846 1 13 2 16 8 — 12 476 

1847 6 11 1 8 12 4 — 6 470 

1848 2 4 6 6 8 — 14 456 

1849 8 2 4 2 13 2 — 11 445 
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1850 3 7 3 ii 8 1 — 13 432 

1851 2 2 1 5 17 7 17 — 41 391 

1852 2 5 5 4 3 — 5 386 

1853 3 2 8 5 5 — 13 373 

1854 2 3 4 7 6 2 — 14 359 

1855 3 2 7 7 23 1 2 — 21 338 

1856 2 9 5 1 1 — 14 324 

1857 6 4 1 4 1 + 6 330 

1858 51 7 1 1 4 4 3 + 49 379 

1859 3 2 1 1 — 7 372 

1860 1 2 4 2 2 1 — 6 366 

1861 3 1 1 — 5 361 

1862 4 6 3 2 2 — 9 352 

1863 2 8 4 1 — 11 341 

1864 3 2 1 2 9 3 — 4 337 

1865 2 9 2 1 1 — 11 326 

1866 36 10 7 7 2 + 30 356 

1867 4 9 1 1 — 7 349 

1868 7 6 7 — 6 343 

1869 5 1 10 5 1 8 — 18 325 
1870 16 15 2 2 2 + 29 354 
1871 5 7 3 7 2 0 354 
1872 4 3 2 4 2 24 — 21 333 
1873 3 2 9 4 — 8 325 
1874 6 11 3 2 32 1 — 15 310 
1875 6 2 2 4 + 2 312 
1876 37 9 4 5 3 1 8 + 33 345 
1877 2 4 9 2 1 — 6 339 
1878 9 1 3 2 + 5 344 
1879 19 5 8 1 + 15 359 
1880 7 4 8 7 — 12 347 
1881 1 8 1 1 11 5 8 17 — 30 317 
1882 3 10 8 3 3 8 — 9 308 
1883 3 3 2 2 4 — 2 306 
1884 1 5 1 — 5 301 
1885 13 7 1 1 8 + 12 313 
1886 9 4 3 7 3 0 313 
1887 8 11 6 3 15 — 5 308 
1888 7 8 11 2 23 — 21 287 
1889 5 4 5 6 12 — 14 273 
1890 13 7 1 4 9 + 8 281 
1891 17 10 1 3 3 + 22 303 
1892 6 25 5 2 5 + 29 332 
1893 6 14 7 12 1 0 332 
1894 24 8 3 1 7 5 + 24 356 
1895 7 8 7 8 11 + 3 359 
1896 36 28 5 4 12 4 4- 49 408 
1897 20 12 2 5 8 12 + 9 417 
1898 13 13 1 3 4 11 10 2 4- 3 420 
1899 22 6 1 4 12 7 3 4- 3 423 
1900 12 11 1 2 *35 5 1 — 19 404 
1901 10 8 1 7 5 4- 7 411 
1902 14 5 3 6 3 3 4- 4 415 
1903 7 7 1 5 9 10 — 9 406 
1904 12 6 23 11 — 16 390 
1905 24 8 1 3 8 1 4- 21 411 
1906 15 10 6 6 13 0 411 
1907 17 11 1 5 4 2 3 9 4- 16 427 
1908 29 6 7 1 4- 27 454 
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TOTAL 

1909 36 22 6 7 10 2 + 45 499 
1910 10 17 11 7 12 + 19 518 
1911 15 7 1 7 17 - 1 517 
1912 6 25 4 9 1 11 + 6 523 
1913 10 8 2 1 6 23 - 10 513 
1914 28 10 1 2 7 1 + 29 542 
1915 18 9 1 9 1 + 18 560 
1916 29 17 7 6 20 + 13 573 
1917 12 10 2 1 7 7 1 + 10 583 
1918 12 12 3 14 + 7 590 
1919 9 5 4 16 4 - 10 580 
1920 9 12 2 11 2 + 6 586 
1921 53 15 3 16 8 + 41 627 
1922 32 20 2 1 7 9 + 39 666 
1923 65 16 4 4 6 10 + 73 739 

1/1/1924- 
4/30/1925 11 14 2 3 10 17 1 + 2 741 

5/1/1925- 
4/30/1926 29 12 6 3 4 6 2 + 38 779 

1926-1927 18 13 1 3 2 8 + 25 804 
-129 -129 **675 

1927-1928 42 14 2 2 4 17 + 39 714 

1928-1929 20 10 2 10 12 + 10 724 

1929-1930 16 6 5 3 15 14 + 1 725 

1930-1931 24 9 7 5 + 21 746 

1931-1932 12 5 1 3 11 1 + 3 749 

1932-1933 13 10 1 8 7 + 9 758 

1933-1934 42 7 1 5 7 11 2 + 35 793 

1934-1935 14 8 1 2 3 t 189 1 -168 625 

1935-1936 18 13 4 9 + 18 643 

1936-1937 28 15 5 5 4 7 + 32 675 

1937-1938 32 13 7 10 5 24 t 90 - 57 618 

1938-1939 47 4 5 7 6 2 + 41 659 

1939-1940 49 16 10 12 7 1 + 55 714 

1940-1941 5 3 6 13 - 11 703 

1941-1942 2 14 1 8 21 1 - 13 690 

1942-1943 2 8 9 - 15 675 

1943-1944 7 5 2 4 9 16 - 7 668 

1944-1945 12 3 9 12 5 - 11 657 

1945-1946 7 7 1 6 12 2 - 5 652 

1946-1947 18 7 2 12 18 43 - 46 606 

1947-1948 9 6 7 20 6 - 18 588 

1948-1949 8 27 5 7 17 2 + 14 602 

1949-1950 29 31 16 8 12 2 + 54 656 

1950-1951 17 12 9 12 20 2 + 4 660 

1951-1952 15 19 7 1 14 16 5 + 7 667 

1952-1953 14 8 4 6 15 + 5 672 

5/1/1953- 
1/1/1954 8 4 2 6 10 2 - 4 668 

1/1/-12/31 
1954 21 14 11 10 10 + 26 694 

1955 11 2 3 19 24 - 27 667 

1956 21 11 5 8 18 6 + 5 672 

1957 10 4 5 9 19 1 - 10 662 

1958 33 4 3 14 17 + 9 671 

1959 25 1 4 5 12 + 13 684 

1960 18 2 2 11 13 - 2 682 

1961 8 4 6 9 14 - 5 677 

1962 6 4 8 13 10 - 5 672 
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TOTAL 

1963 7 3 16 14 - 20 652 

1964 1 3 12 9 - 17 635 

1965 2 11 2 10 20 135 -150 485 

1966 7 7 7 6 + 1 486 

1967 5 2 2 16 7 + 7 - 7 479 

1968 10 8 184 -182 297 

1969 2 7 3 - 8 289 

1970 10 5 - 15 274 

1971 5 14 5 3 - 17 257 

1972 3 3 5 46 - 51 206 

1973 2 1 3 2 2 - 4 202 

1/1-5/1 
1974 1 2 1 2 3 - 3 199 

6/1/1974- 
5/31/1975 2 7 5 4 - 6 - 6 193 

1975-1976 2 4 10 - 12 181 
1976-1977 4 5 2 7 5 - 1 180 
1977-1978 6 3 2 1 + 6 186 
1978-1979 5 1 1 1 9 3 - 4 182 

2240 1325 243 92 3 917 1572 270 299 564 -128 +646 + 29 (1 
-493 +3903 

+3903 -3750 -3750 

* Letters given to members forming Elim Baptist Church in 1900 
** Card system installed by clerk Walter A. Luce, new count taken, and adjustments 

made to coincide with actual membership figures (1925-1926) 
t 180 letters given to the Portuguese members withdrawing to form the First Portuguese 

Church of New Bedford, (6 only of the 186 members remaining al the First Baptist) in 
1934 

t The French Mission, numbering 99 members closed, membership loss resulting in 
1937 
Note: Fiscal year changes in 1925, 1954 and 1974 

86 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 
12. 

13. 
14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 

21. 
22. 
23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
31. 

CHURCH RECORDS 
June 22, 1813-Sept. 23, 1827 
March 18, 1827-Dec. 1, 1837 
Jan. 1, 1863-Dec. 27, 1893 
Jan. 3, 1894-Feb. 8, 1911 

SOCIETY RECORDS 
March 5, 1828-Apr. 13, 1854 
April 27, 1854-Feb. 20, 1894 

March 19, 1894-Oct. 3, 1906 

RECORDS AFTER INCORPORATION, 1906 
May 11, 1906-Dec. 20, 1922 
Jan. 7, 1923-Nov. 6, 1935 

Nov. 13, 1935-June 3, 1945 

'k'k'k'k'k'k-k'k-k-k'k'k 

Annual Reports of Church, 1951-1979 
Church newsletters, 1975, 1976 
Pew records, beginning 1829 to 1845 
Sunday School Records, including 1883 

**•*•**■*■***■*•*■*■ 

ANNIVERSARY PROGRAMS 
1813-1913 (100th) — Of Church 
1813-1938 (125th) 
1813-1943 (130th) 
1813-1953 (140th) 
1813-1963 (150th) 

1829-1929 (100th) — of Meeting-House 
* * * * * * * * * * * * 

SPECIAE CHURCH CAEENDARS 
1893-June — Pews to rent 
1904-Feb. — Rev. Swaim's ministry-membership-marriages-funerals 
1911-July 30 — Welcome to our Church Home — All seats free 

•k'k'k'k'k'k'k-k-k'k'k'k 

BOOKLETS, MAGAZINES AND NOTES OF CHURCH 
and BAPTIST CONCERNS 
(Arranged chronologically) 

1893 History and manual of the First Baptist Church. New Bedford, An¬ 
thony and Sons, 1893, (40 p. with history of Church pub. on 
80th anniversary) 

1899 First Baptist Church, New Bedford, Mass. (Printed on occasion of 
70th anniversary of Meeting-House, including photos and ads. 

Unpaged.) 
1925-1951 Luce, Walter A. Historical notes 
1929 Watchman Examiner, Oct. 31, 1929, v.17. No.44 Regarding Cen¬ 

tennial celebration of First Baptist Church and Meeting-House) 

1943 World Parish Day Observance: Baptist Churches of Greater New 
Bedford, (Sunday Nov. 7, 1943 at First Baptist Church. Un¬ 
paged) 

1953 Massachusetts Baptist Bulletin, Sept. 1953, p.ll 
1957 Massachusetts Baptist Bulletin, May 1957, p.13 
1963 McKowen, Annie V. and Grace M. A brief history of the First Bap¬ 

tist Church. (Printed as a part of the Sesquicentennial anniver¬ 
sary, June 18-23, 1963. 8 unnumbered pages) 

87 



32. 1967 United Church Directories. (Pictorial directory of First Baptist 

Church activities and members. Unpaged) 
33. 1968 Fassett, J.A. and Bennett, D.S. The New Bedford study and study 

report of the First Baptist Church. March 1968. (A general report 

of Baptists involved in New Bedford. 53p.) 
34. 1973 North Baptist Church . . . One hundredth anniversary, 1873-1973. 

Unpaged. 

OTHER REFERENCE SOURCES (Chiefly EOCAE HISTORY) 

35. Bradford, William. Bradford's history "of Plimoth Plantation," from the 
original manuscript. Boston, Wright & Potter, 1901. 

36. Carter, Hodding. The Clubwoman's best friend; how a general named 
Robert laid down the law for generations of club-joining Americans. 

(Saturday Evening Post, Aug. 19, 1961, p.25,57-58) 
37. Ellis, L.B. Flistory of New Bedford and its vicinity, 1602-1892. Syracuse, 

[N.Y.] D. Mason & Co., 1892. 
38. The Fall River Nezvs and The Taunton Gazette. Our country and its people. 

Boston, The Boston History Co., Pub., cl889. 
39. Foster, R.M. John Cooke: first settler of Fairhaven. (Pilgrim Heritage 

Seminar, May 3, 1973) 
40. Harris, C.A. Old-time Fairhaven. New Bedford, Mass. Reynolds Printing, 

1947. v. 1. 
41. History of the churches of New Bedford, to which are added notices of various 

moral and religious organizations . . . New Bedford, E. Anthony & 

Sons, 1869. 
42. Howland, Franklyn. A history of the Town of Acushnet, Bristol County . . . 

New Bedford, The author, 1907. 
43. Hurd, D.H. comp. History of Bristol County, Massachusetts, with bio¬ 

graphical sketches of many of its prominent men. Philadelphia, J.W. 
Lewis & Co., 1883. 

44. The Eincoln Eibrary of Essential Information. Buffalo, N.Y., Frontier Press, 
[26th ed.] 1963. 

45. New Bedford. Board of Trade. New Bedford, Massachusetts, its history, in¬ 
dustries, institutions and attractions. [New Bedford] Mercury Publ. 

Co., 1889. 
46. New Bedford Morning Mercury. (Various clippings) 

47. New Bedford Standard-Times. (Various clippings) 
48. New England Society. Plymouth Church records, 1620-1859. New York 

[New England Society] 1920. 
49. Pease, Z.W. History of New Bedford. New York, Lewis Historical Publ. 

Co., 1918. (Vol. 3) 
50. Pulsifer, David. Records of the Colony of New Plymouth. Boston, William 

White, 1861 (p.124) 
51. Ricketson, Daniel. The history of New Bedford, Bristol County, Mas¬ 

sachusetts, including a history of the old township of Dartmouth and 
the present townships of Westport, Dartmouth and Fairhaven . . . 
New Bedford, The author, 1858. 

52. Ricketson, Daniel. New Bedford of the past, ed. by his daughter and son, 
Anna and Walter Ricketson. Boston and New York, Houghton Mifflin, 
1903. 

53. Sellezv, C.W. John Cooke of Dartmouth, Mass. (Mayflower Quarterly, May 
1971, p.68) 

54. Stoddard, F.R. The truth about the Pilgrims. New York, Pub. by the Soci¬ 
ety of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New York cl952. 

55. Willison, G.F. Saints and strangers . . . New York, Reynal & Hitchcock 
[c!945] 

88 



SPONSORS 
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Mrs. Edwin F. Ashworth 
Mrs. Helmina C. Aston 
Gordon & Hilda Bennett 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Bettencourt & Family 
Mrs. Beulah May Bosworth 
Beth Bowen 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles A. Briggs & Family 
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Gladys M. Buchanan 
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Joan & Dexter Clough 
A. Barton Cummins 
Mrs. Edna E. Dandrea 
Lillian M. Donaghy 
Mary Fortes Duarte 

Ruth Duffie 
Diane L. Farias 
Priscilla S. Freitas 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gelette 
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Hacking & Family 
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Velma S. Hathaway 
George David Holden Family 

Rose Judson 

Grace Jupin 

Christopher C. Kelly 
Eleanor B. & MacNeil D. Kelly & Family 
Maurice Lee 
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* Dorothy Lomas 
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* Mr. & Mrs. Richard Pilkington & Family 
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Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C. Potter 
Samuel J. & Mabel D. Riggs 
Jessie M. Rooney 

* Esther F. Ryder 

Miss Aletta Schultz 
Lois H. Simpson 
William F. Simpson 

* Mr. & Mrs. Kellis R. Solomon 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence H. Tefft & Sons 
Ernest M. & Hilda F. Torres 

* Mrs. Harold D. Tripp 
** Paul Williams Family 

* Mary S. Wilson 
* Mr. & Mrs. Russell Wilson 
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* FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF NEW BEDFORD 
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* Adult Fellowship of First Baptist Church 

Mrs. Winifred M. Baldwin 

Mrs. Thelma Kalloch Bennett 

Mrs. Doris B. Bommer 

Louise & Stanley Hatch 

Mildred E. Hatch 

Richard D. & John F. Hatch, III 

** Mr. & Mrs. Francis M. Morse, Jr. 

* Mrs. Dorothy E. Onley 

** Ted & Ethel Pedersen 

** Avis M. Pillsbury 

** Mildred E. Webb 

** Mrs. Harry J. Wolf 
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MEMORIAL SPONSORSHIP 

IN MEMORY OF 

** Sarah E. Anderson, by daughter Evelyn F. Anderson 

** Paul J. Dreisbach, by his Family 

* Edward Joseph Enos, by his mother, Margaret Enos 

* The Greer, Smith and Hatch Families, by Louise and Stanley Hatch 

* John F. Hatch, Jr., by Richard D. and John F. Hatch, III 

* Mrs. Annie M. Knowlton, by daughter Charlotte Wilbur 

** Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McGowen, by daughter, Mrs. Elsie L. Marsden 

** Josephine Morse and Beatrice Giroux, by Mr. & Mrs. Francis Morse, Jr. 

Andrew J. Nichols, by his wife and son, Florence B. and Walter D. Nichols 

Arnold Pacheco, by his wife, Betty, and daughters, Nancy and Kathy 

** Grandson Ted, by Mr. & Mrs. Milton C. Andrews 

** Our son, Teddy, by Ted and Ethel Pedersen 

** Ronald C. Smith, by Ethel T. Smith and Grace Toliday 

* Mr. & Mrs. Frederick W. Steele, by Allan Steele 

** James and Mary Tripp, by daughter Agnes Tripp 

Produced in Cooperation with 

THE BRISTOL COUNTY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, INC. 

All proceeds resulting from the sale of this book will be used by the 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

For the repair and maintenance of the exterior 

of the 1829 Meeting-House 
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